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As | write this column Thanksgiving is less than two weeks away. My gratitude list is long.
Counting my blessings takes a lot of time. Among those people for whom | am extremely grateful, is
the church staff.

I am grateful for Deb Motzer’s high level of energy and effectiveness. When Deb began
working at Grace Church we were in a financial belt tightening mode. We cut the hours and increased
the work for the person in the position of Administrative Assistant. Deb has not only stepped up to the
plate, but “hits it out of the park” on a consistent basis.

I am grateful for Idona Griffith who leads the Choirs in making a “joyful noise to the Lord” each
and every Sunday. Her gracious spirit and musical ability have resulted in a growing choir which is a
constant blessing to Grace Church. She has led the Choir in dancing down the aisle to Siyahamba and
also in a beautiful portrayal of the Last Supper.

| am grateful for Rory Shutler who has served Grace for 33 years. Rory is ready and willing to
help whenever anyone asks. He tackles jobs from patching the roof to painting the interior of the
church to repairing just about anything that breaks, to cleaning windows to even rescuing a stray dog.
(Ask him about the last one!)

I am grateful for Dan Verdegan who has been on staff for six months and it seems like he has
accomplished six years worth of work. He has brought consistency to our Youth Ministry. The youth
pray together; eat together; study the Bible together; serve others and play together. Danis a
remarkable spiritual influence for the youth of Grace Church.

| am grateful for Mary Samuel who has been on staff just three months and already brought
wonderful creativity to our Sunday School program. Mary wanted to teach the children about King
David this month and the entire curriculum was sold out. Mary created her own curriculum for the
month of November which included the creation of a large Goliath and sling shots for each of the
children who hurled marshmallows at Goliath.

| am grateful for Michael Gagne who has been our organist for the last five years. He recently
accepted an opportunity to be both the Director of Music and organist for a Lutheran Church in Villa
Park. We congratulate Michael on this advancement in his career and wish him God'’s blessings in his
new position. There is no one who can bring more passion to the playing of a church organ than
Michael Gagne.

As | count my blessings this Thanksgiving | will be giving thanks for the wonderful staff of Grace
Church.



Youth Corner

Recently, | have been feeling overwhelmed, specifically with school. Be quite assured that |
am not overwhelmed with the youth ministry, rather | have been overwhelmed with all the papers
that are due before thanksgiving break. Have you ever experienced this feeling of being
overwhelmed? At work? With friends? With family? With the world? What happens as you
become overwhelmed? Have you ever taken time to see what happens to your physical body,
your emotional state of mind and your spiritual being? For me | know there is an increase in
stress, which causes the body to react by increasing the heart beat, short and quick breaths,
perspiration and anxiety. In this state of mind, | tend to not be my best, mentally, physically and
emotionally. It can be exhausting to have these feelings because it feels like you are being put in
a bottomless pit. Spiritually, | feel drained, | feel like | am all alone and have no one to lift me up!

Yet there is hope! One way that | have learned to reduce some of my stress and anxiety is
to first tell myself to just be still and calm. Do you really think that worrying has any positive
consequences? In fact, it adds to the pressure that is not needed. Paul in the Bible reminds us
that we should not worry and we should take each moment for what it is. Secondly, | am reminded
that GOD doesn’t give us what we can’t handle. With this in mind, | learn that GOD has specific
plans for me and GOD will gradually give me the skills that | need in order to fulfill his purpose.
Thirdly, | pray to GOD and ask him to give me strength for specific times like these when | feel
overwhelmed. | take time to just be in his presence knowing that GOD is always with me.

In these times when | come before GOD in prayer GOD provides. GOD provides in
different ways, through a spirit of stillness, through the spirit of wisdom and through the spirit of
relief. Itis in these times, | have a renewed sense of how much really | need to get done and how
much time | have been given. It is amazing that GOD clears my head of anything that may keep
me from being still and calm. GOD gives me motivation to outline, organize and prioritize. And as
deadlines come and go | know that it is GOD that got me through. It is GOD that will ALWAYS get
me through!

Peace and Love In Christ,

Dan Verdegan
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6 ADVENT BRUNCH 6 JUDY AND WALLY PHILIPP 847-234-4837
13 STEVE AND LYNN AUMAN 847-735-2085 13 BILL AND DEB MOTZER 847-615-2408

20 MALCOLM AND LYNETTE RICE 847-634-8209 20 BILL AND SUSAN KENYON 847-226-5527
27 JUDY AND WALLY PHILIPP 847-234-4837 27 DON AND LYNN BRAENDLE 847-234-5948

Christmas tree sales to begin the day after Thanksgiving! This is the 13th year that Grace Church
has sold trees and wreaths to help fund mission projects locally and throughout the world. Your pur-
chase of a tree or wreath will benefit people in the Philippines and in Africa, as well as people in
need closer to home in Lake County and Chicago. Balsam & fraser firs will be available. Lot hours:

Friday, Nov. 27: 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Saturday, Nov. 28: 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Sunday, Nov. 29: Noon-5:00 pm
Saturday, Dec. 5: 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Sunday, Dec. 6: Noon-5:00 pm
Saturday, Dec. 12: 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Sunday, Dec. 13: Noon-5:00 pm

Also, you can tag a tree at anytime of the week when the lot is closed and it will be held for you.
Free delivery and set-up are available for those in need.
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Sunday, December 20 @ 1:30 p.m.

Christmas is a time for family and MUSIC!
On Sunday, December 20th at 1:30 p.m. all
members of Grace are invited to join the
Youth for caroling at Riverside Foundation.

We will meet at Grace at 1:00 p.m. for
carpooling. Contact Dan Verdegan with any
guestions.

Redecorating?

The Sunday School is in need of a sofa and
loveseat for one of the classrooms. If you are
redecorating or know of someone who might
be, please contact Mary Samuel at 847-615-
9675. Please note that the sofa and loveseat
must be in good or “gently” used condition.

Great Lakes Navy Relief Donations

For the past few years Grace Church has
worked closely with Great Lakes Navy
Relief. Members of Grace have donated
“gently” used clothing and household items
to the Thrift Store at Great Lakes. All
proceeds from the sales at the Thrift Store
go to provide medical and dental assistance
for the young sailors and their families.

Please remember that the items donated
must be in good condition for re-sale at the
Thrift Store. No personal hygiene items
such as hair rollers, brushes, combs should
be included in your donation or items that
are broken or severely damaged. Due to
space restraints, large pieces of furniture are
also excluded.

Thank you for your generous support.

PADS 2009-2010

“Providing Advocacy, Dignity and
Shelter”

Grace Church continues to be involved with
the PADS program to feed and house the
homeless. Food donations should be
delivered to the church on or before 4:00
p.m. the first Thursday of each month for
delivery to the shelter. The next delivery is
set for December 3rd.

Please check the bulletin board for the sign-
up sheet which lists the food choices you can
purchase for our one day menu-of-the-month.

Any questions about the amount or type of
food items to donate may be directed to Judy
Philipp at 847-234-4837 or to any woman of
Circle 1, who are the sponsors of this all
church mission project.

New Organist to Beqgin December 1st

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to announce the hiring of Kyle Davies as the new
Organist/Pianist for Grace Church. Kyle graduated in May 2008 with a Masters Degree in Music
Performance from Syracuse University. He graduated in May 2006 with a Bachelor’s degree in

Music Performance from Susquehanna University. He currently works for “Piano Lessons in Your
Home” and accompanies musicals for the Skokie Park District. Welcome Kyle!
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Grace Trustees have some projects in need of a financial home. If you would like to adopt one, or part of
one, or are interested in learning more about these projects, you may contact Mark Foster (847-234-8104) or
Pastor Debbie (847-234-9163).

Alarm Panel Upgrade $27,000
This upgrade has been strongly recommended by the Village of Lake Bluff

Sump Pump Drainage $500
The sump pump in the front of the church spills over and seeps down the side of the church building

Fire Doors $13,960

The Trustees recommend the enclosure of the stairwells of our building with fire rated doors for life safety
reasons.

Education Wing Windows $63,000

This will be a huge energy/cost saving measure for the church. Our windows are original with the building
and increase our annual heating costs.

Fellowship Hall Windows $29,400

This will be a huge energy/cost saving measure for the church. Our windows are original with the building
and increase our annual heating costs.

Repair Roof Line of Building $2,000
There is a separation at the roof line between the sanctuary and the organ room

Boiler Fresh Air Controls $2,600

An additional control device will improve the efficiency of the boiler. It will regulate the water temperature—
hotter on cold days and cooler on warmer days

Lightning Protection $8,400
This will provide a grounding system covering our electronics

Northrop Chapel $10,000
Paint the chapel; improve the lighting and repair water marks

Education Wing Bathrooms $12,000
Paint walls and update fixtures

Church Landscaping $7,500

Our Landscaping Company has given us this estimate to enhance the outside entrances to our beautiful
church
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The second annual cookie exchange is set
for December 13 ™. Prepare to bring about 4
dozen cookies for exchange and one dozen

for sale. Please package one dozen per

plate. This is a great way to stock up on a
variety of goodies for the holiday season. If

you're willing to share the family recipe

please make a few copies for us to distribute!

If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Karen Danner.

New Study to Begin December 6 "

Tony Compolo’s newest book: “The God of Inti-
macy and Action” will be the study for the Sun-
day morning class beginning December 6" at
9:00am in the church library.

“The God of Intimacy and Action” is a wonderful
resource for our life with God. This is a book
that combines action and contemplation so that
we can become more like Christ and bring some
change to the world around us. By combining
his love for social justice with a compelling vi-
sion of the Christian life, Campolo has written a
book that can benefit all who read it. Copies of
the book are available in the church office.

Confirmation to Begin in January

All Seventh Graders and their parents are
invited to a meeting to learn about Confirmation
at Grace for 2010 on Sunday, December 13th at

11:00 in the Fireplace Room.
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CIRCLE |

Circle 1 will meet in the church library on Wednesday, Dec. 2nd at 9:30 a.m. Gretchen Towers
will facilitate our discussion on "Lutheranism” from the study book by Adam Hamilton. After the
meeting we will wrap gifts that have been provided by our Grace Family for the Child Serv
children. Circle Members are asked to bring a bag lunch and a pair of scissors. The Circle will be
delivering the wrapped gifts to Child Serv on Monday, December 7th, so all gifts need to be at the
church well ahead of that date. If you plan to shop for baby clothes for the Child Serv "Parent
Empowerment Program"” or provide gift certificates, they need to be at the church before
December 7th as well. Grateful thanks to all who provided the gifts - the response by our Grace
Family has, once again, been caring and generous.




A big THANK YOU to all of those that helped with Harvest Fest! Fall is such a beautiful time to
rekindle those family and church relationships and we really had a great turn out! Everyone enjoyed
a great lunch, all ages participated in the games and bouncing moon walk, pumpkin painting was a
hit and the hay ride toured us through our beautiful Village! Thank you for the pumpkins, trucks,
wagons, set up and clean up and for the wonderful baked goods and food that was enjoyed by all.

The Nurture Committee




