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 Christmas tree sales to begin the day after Thanksgiving!  This is the 13th 
year that Grace Church has sold trees and wreaths to help fund mission 

projects locally and throughout the world.   
 

Your purchase of a tree or wreath will benefit people in the Philippines and 
in Africa, as well as people in need closer to home in Lake County and 
Chicago.  A good selection of balsam and fraser firs will be available.  

 
Lot hours: 

 
Friday, Nov. 27:  9:00 am-5:00 pm 

Saturday, Nov. 28:  9:00 am-5:00 pm   
Sunday, Nov. 29:  Noon-5:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 5:  9:00 am-5:00 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 6:  Noon-5:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 12:  9:00 am-5:00 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 13:  Noon-5:00 pm 

 
Also,  you can tag a tree at anytime of the week when the lot is closed and it 

will be held for you.  Free delivery and set-up are available for those who 
need it. 

 
Our trees will be delivered from Wautoma, Wi., to Artesian Park on Sunday 
around noon on November 22nd.  We will need help unloading, tagging and 

setting up. 
 

Anyone interested in helping the Outreach team prepare, sell or deliver 
trees, please call Don or Kathy Pierson. 

 
 

8�#��������))2�

        Christmas Tree Sales  
        Artesian Park  
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 Our Seminary student intern last year, Carolyn Lukasick, needed to accomplish a project for 
school using Grace Church as a model.  Her project was Natural Church Development which is a 
program designed to identify the strengths and weaknesses of a congregation.  It is an ecumenical 
program developed after study of 1000 churches.  A total of 4.2 million responses were analyzed.  
The result of the study was Natural Church Development.  The premise is that instead of trying to 
“produce” the church of Jesus Christ with human efforts, natural church development focuses on 
unlocking the potential that God has already put into every church. 
 
 In late April 30 leaders from Grace Church completed a questionnaire.  The results of the 
survey were sent to us by the middle of May.  The score we received was based upon a standard 
score with a mean of 50 with a standard deviation of 15.  In other words, most congregations score 
between 35-65 in each area. 
 
 Our scores follow: 
 
Gift Based Ministry    75 
Empowering Leadership   72 
Loving Relationships    72 
Effective Structures    68 
Need Oriented Evangelism   67 
Inspiring Worship    65 
Holistic Small Groups   57 
Passionate Spirituality   51 
 
 We have formed a Task Force to respond to the results of our Natural Church Development 
Survey and also to answer the questions: Where do we see Grace Church in five years?  What do 
we need to do to ensure that Grace Church is still vital 122 years from now? 
 
 Bill Motzer has agreed to Chair the Task Force and these people have graciously agreed to 
work with him: Steve Auman; Helen Burkhardt; Mark Dewart; Cheryl Jackson; Wally Philipp; Kathy 
Pierson and Frank Samuel.  They need your prayer support in this important work and I know they 
would appreciate any ideas you would like to share about the future of this wonderful 
congregation. 
 
       Joy and peace, 
 
       Debbie 
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1  DON AND KATHY PIERSON  847-234-0849 

        

8  PHYLLIS AND JIM ALBRECHT  847-234-7062    

 

15 PAT BURCKHALTER  47-295-5617 

 

22 BYRON AND RUTH PRAIS  847-234-5040 

 

29  ADVENT BRUNCH 

 

  

���������� �
�������
 �

�
�
1  MATT AND LYNNE LENZ  847-984-2336 

 

8  RALPH AND MARGE LAMBRECHT  847-234-0842 

 

15 DON AND KATHY PIERSON  847-234-0849 

 

22 BILL AND SUSAN KENYON  847-680-3162 

 

29 RAND WESTON  847-508-4792 

 

� � � � �
      

Organ Recital Announcement 
Michael Gagne, Organist 

 

 
 

 Friday, November 6th, 2009  
7:30 p.m. 

 Grace United Methodist Church Sanctuary  
 

Organ and...................................??????? ? 
 

Come and celebrate the 80th anniversary of the Grace United Methodist Kimball pipe organ in an 
evening FILLED of some of the BEST that Sacred Organ Music has to offer. Hear great works such 

as the Bach "Toccata and Fugue in D Minor",  Leon Boellmann's "Suite Gothique", Scott Joplin's 
"The Entertainer" and other great inspiring music. Hear also the debut performance of the newly 
composed piece "Processional" by Leon Nelson plus a few other surprises  during the program. 

 
This promises to be a FUN-FILLED evening that will highlight the strengths of the Kimball organ.  
This will be Michael Gagne's last organ recital of the year at Grace so you know there will be high 

quality music involved!!! 
 

For more information you can contact the church at 847-234-9163  
Or email at OrganistatGrace@aol.com  

  
  

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     �

�����������
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                                   REVIEW OF CUBS TRIP 
The GUMC Men’s Group sponsored a trip to Milwaukee to see the Cubs beat 
the Brewers 7 -2.  A comfortable bus took some of the attendees to the evening 
baseball game on Tuesday, September 22nd.  We were fortunate to have the 
stadium roof closed while it was raining but not so lucky to be sitting directly 
under the water slide that the mascot slides down whenever the Brewers hit a 
home run while the fireworks go off.  The waterslide creates a water spray for 

those sitting below.  It was fun but we did get a little damp.  We also witnessed a wedding proposal 
(with acceptance) right behind us.  What a trip!  Thanks to Randy Fisher for organizing the evening. 
 
Ed Towers 

State of Grace Has Gone Electronic!    
We now offer the State of Grace via e-mail.  Not only does this save paper and postage, but you can 
now view the publication in color!   If you are interested in receiving the State of Grace via e-mail, 
please contact the church office at 847-234-9163 or e-mail Deb at dmotzer@graceumclakebluff.org.  
(Please be sure to provide your e-mail address). 
 

   Upper Room Daily Devotional  

 
Did you know that you can read the Upper 
Room daily devotionals right from the Grace 
UMC website?  Whether you are at home, 
work or traveling on the road with your 
laptop you can read the stories and daily 
scriptures as they lift your spirits and build 
your faith.  Log on to:  
www.graceumclakebluff.org and click on the 
Upper Room on the left side of the page.   
 
 
 
  
  

PADS 2009-2010 Sign-Up  
“Public Action to Deliver Shelter” 

 
Grace Church continues to be involved with the 
PADS program to feed and house the homeless.  
Food donations should be delivered to the church 
on or  before 4:00 p.m . the first Thursday of each 
month for delivery to the shelter.   The next 
delivery is set for November 5th. 
   
Please check the bulletin board for the sign-up 
sheet which lists the food choices you can 
purchase for our one day menu-of-the-month.  
  
Any questions about the amount or type of food 
items to donate may be directed to Judy Philipp at 
847-234-4837 or to any woman of Circle I, who 
are the sponsors of this all church mission project.  
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Many of you are aware of the Endowment Fund we are building at Grace.  
It provides a wonderful opportunity for us to continue our support and love 
for our church in perpetuity. 
 
Planning a gift that lasts forever is one of the most meaningful ways we 
can celebrate our faithfulness.  Our lives at Grace have been richly 
blessed over the years.  Remembering Grace in our wills and through 
other ways is an opportunity we all need to consider. 
 
A charitable gift annuity, for example, is a win-win method of legacy giving 
that is especially attractive today.  Through an investment administered by 

the United Methodist Foundation, a giver receives an annual return much higher than current rates 
for certificates of deposit.  Upon the death of the investor, the principle is donated to the church.   
 
For information on ways to participate in many planned giving possibilities, contact Janet Boryk or 
Harry Nicol at the Foundation, 312-346-9766 or ask Edgar Pigg Sr. or Don Pierson. 

� � � �������CHARITABLE IRA YEAR END GIVING �

�
Congress extended an excellent charitable planning opportunity for both 2008 and 2009.  This act 
permits and IRA owner age 70 1/2 and older to make direct charitable gifts from IRA assets.  Gifts 
up to $100,000.00 may be made through December 31, 2009 .  Some of the advantages include: 
  
 * Make charitable gifts directly from your Traditional or Roth IRA without paying federal       
    income tax. 
 
 * Give all or a portion of your required minimum distribution up to $100,000.00. 
 
 * Make gifts directly from your IRA without increasing your adjusted gross income or affecting 
    your Social Security income. 
 
 * IRA gifts may be used to make an outright gift or to establish an endowment fund . 
 
For more information, contact your bank or financial advisor for assistance.   
 

� � �

��������	��
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     Veteran’s Sunday  
     November 8th 
 
We will have a special worship 
service to honor our Veteran’s on Sunday, 
November 8th.  All are welcome to invite 
friends and family that have so honorably 
served our country.  

Lake County United 
Fall Assembly 

Wednesday, November 11th 
7:00—8:30 p.m. 

Annunciation of Our Lady Episcopal Church 
5725 Stearns School Rd. (at Dilleys Rd.). Gurnee, IL 

 
Join us as we share progress on a number of Lake County priorities: 

 
Winchester House :  See a preview of the design for the new resident-centered Winchester House 

skilled nursing facility. 
Waukegan 2 College :  Learn about the new initiative to support Waukegan students and families in 

their quest for college. 
Re-Imagining Illinois :  Help shape the next phase of efforts to address Illinois’ budget and ethics 

crisis. 
 

For  more information contact your organization’s leadership team or  
Tom Lenz (312-925-8508, tlenz@uic.edu) 

Rhea Byer-Ettinger (773-320-5722, rheabyerettinger@gmail.com) 
Kathy Pierson  (847-234-0849) 

�Sunday  
November 1st  

During the worship 
service on Sunday, 
November 1st, we will 
be honoring our loved 

ones who have died this past year.  Should 
you have a loved one that you would like to 
include, please contact Deb in the church 
office at 847-234-9163 or email 
dmotzer@graceumclakebluff.org�

            Circle I  
 
Circle One will meet at Kathy Pierson’s home on Wednesday 
November 4th at 9:30 AM. We will be discussing the first 2 
chapters of our study book “Christianity’s Family Tree”  by 
Adam Hamilton. Visitors are welcome to join us for a short time 
of Christian fellowship. Please let Carol Caldwell know if you 
need a copy of the study book. 
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    A Thank You From the Philippines  

 
Jorge and Jean Mina want to personally thank our congregation at Grace UMC for the $500 cash and 
medicine donations to Jean’s brother, Jeremy Cajiuat, who lost everything his family owned during the 
typhoon “Ondoy” which devastated Manila, Philippines a few weeks ago. There were two other storms that 
did almost the same devastation after “Ondoy” to Northern parts of the country. We thank God that our family 
is safe and doing well, with God’s continued grace and love.  We would like to share this email sent by 
Jeremy, with pictures of his surrounding area and the kids. 
 
 
I was absent for three days at work because I went down with influenza. It gave me some time to do things 
around the house. what's left to be done is to construct new cabinets and dressers. the ones we had were 
made with particle boards, definitely not marine-strength. so when the flood came, all our appliances and 
belongings collapsed along with it. hence the ruin. we're going to have new ones made with stronger marine 
plywood boards. 
 
After the flood entire regions are now being afflicted by health epidemics, the worst being Leptospirosis which 
has already claimed 200 lives. many children also went down with the flu, and diarrhea, which also affected 
both Heather and Ludwig. Ludwig recovered in a few day's time, but Heather needed to have antibiotic 
treatment to control the high fever she developed. Meanwhile, here in the province of Bulacan, hundreds of 
families have no houses to return to, as they lived as squatters on riverbanks and are not allowed to return to 
these high-risk areas. They have to wait for government housing projects which would still be initiated after 
the elections next year. so, many will not have homes this Christmas. 
 
Since Pepeng, the next typhoon after Ondoy, inundated North and Central Luzon and the cordilleras (where 
Baguio is), where most rice and vegetables are planted, no produce will be harvested this season (October, in 
time for Christmas). Food crisis is also being anticipated, which will bring up prices of basic commodities. At 
this point, almost the entire country is expecting crisis this holiday season. 
 
I have participated in 3 projects for disaster preparedness: one is training local governments at camp 
management, when throngs of people have to be gathered at evacuation centers. next is urban development 
advocacy - to ensure that development projects especially housing will not get in the way of nature. I am also 
wrapping up my involvement in the relief operations in Marilao, where i organized donations from Filipinos in 
Saudi Arabia to be distributed at the evacuation centers here. 
 
Since Christmas is in the heart, we still burn brightly with the hope and salvation Christ has given us, and 
bask in the kindness and concern of Christians everywhere, especially thanking the congregation of our 
church at Grace UMC of Chicago. Ludwig, little Heather, Mommy Lanie and me personally extend our loving 
thanks to all of you at Grace UMC for letting us know that Christ had always been with us during the past 
debacle, and we have survived as a family, ready again to praise God by actively working with other victims 
to prepare for coming tests of faith and proclaiming the triumph of God over corruption and government 
neglect. 
 
Our sincere love to all, 
 
Jeremy, Lanie, Ludwig and Heather 
  
Jeremy O. Cajiuat 
Erlinda Apt. D 
535 Victorina Road 
Bgy. Abangan Norte 
Marilao, Bulacan 3019  
Philippines 
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These were once belongings, now garbage 

Houses once stood here 

Jean’s  Nephew Ludwig and Niece little Heather at t he Evacuation center 


