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� The Lake Bluff Turkey no longer resides at the intersection of Green Bay Road and Route 176.  He 

was quite famous for the past several months.  Journalists in both Chicago daily newspapers wrote about 

Lake Bluff and our turkey.  Folks from miles around Lake Bluff knew of him.  Many would stop at the corner of 

the intersection, jump from their cars and take his picture.  Others brought him food and water.  Now he has 

been relocated to an “undisclosed location”. 

 The question of why this bird was so very popular was asked of many Lake Bluff residents.  The 

general consensus was that this turkey provided a wonderful distraction from worry about the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan; about the economy and job security.  The turkey, residents reflected, also forced us to slow 

down! 

 Currently I am reading Judith Shulevitz new book titled: The Sabbath World.  She captures the 

essence of what Lake Bluff residents were saying about their lives. 

 According to sociologists, modern life is complex.  Indeed, to them, the word modern implies 

complexity.  Our lives get their feeling of disjointedness from the fact that our social networks---family, 

profession, church, neighborhood—don’t fit neatly inside one another, as supposedly, they did in premodern 

times.  That means we often play several mutually conflicting roles, navigate among thousands of cross-

cultural expectations, employ hundreds of thousands of systems of communication, from linguistic and 

gestural and sartorial to electronic and financial, in the course of a single day. 

 The concept of Sabbath does not fit comfortably into our lives anymore.  It scowls at our dreams of 

total relaxation and freedom from global and personal worries.  Take a day to simply rest and be with God?  

Impossible!  So we turn to a turkey for our distraction.  The turkey is fun.  He is a good source of lively banter 

and a great lesson for our children. 

 However, when God created this wonderful world of ours, God asked that we set aside one day to 

“take a breath”.  God asked that we set a Sabbath for both rest and communion with God.  I know I am 

consistently guilty of ignoring this commandment from God.  Are you also guilty of working seven days and 

ignoring a Sabbath? 

 I recommend Shulevitz’s book to you.  Further, I recommend that we all take a Sabbath break.  It will 

be good for our souls!�

� � � � � � Joy and peace, 

� � � � � � �������
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 Helen is a bright, curious, knowledge-driven, 
young girl who is entering 8th grade this year. It is 
awesome to know a young person who loves to 
question, to seek out answers and to absorb tidbits of 
random information. Helen recently moved to Lake Bluff 
with her parents John and Frances Burkhardt. Helen 
has one older sister, Sarah who will be a junior this 
year. As she looks forward to this school year, (which 
starts very soon) she is excited to hang out with her 
friends, to be in science and history classes and to 
know her teachers. School is not the only thing that 
keeps Helen busy. Helen strives to perfect her softball 
and soccer skills by being part of the school team. Still, when Helen is not in school or active in 
sports, she loves to read, play video games, ride her bike along the lakeshore or through the 
forest and build things. 
 
 Helen’s eagerness to know about the world has opened my opportunities for her. Helen 
attends Grace UMC because she loves to learn. Helen loves the sermons because it provides 
thought-provoking questions and conversations. In fact, if it were up to Helen, she would have the 
whole worship services solely sermons. Helen also loves going to youth group, bible studies and 
enjoying the youth activities and service events. 
 
 Because of her curious personality, I asked Helen what one question she would ask God if 
she were to meet God in person. Helen stated, she would ask why he created humans in the first 
place. This a mysterious answer that we probably will never know until we meet our maker. 
 
 Knowing Helen for a year now, it is amazing to know that there are young people out there 
who are motivated by questions, by seeking answers and by understanding the world. This is 
something that Helen is very proud of. I believe that God encourages us to ask questions, to seek 
things that are mysteries to us because through it, God is revealed to us. I asked one final 
question of Helen, which was who she admired. 
 
 Helen admires her dad because of his own personal journey.  When her dad was younger, 
he liked to have fun, but he quickly realized how life is about more than just having fun. So, her 
dad got serious, not allowing the world to distract him from his goals and is the person that she 
adores and admires today.  She is able to witness in her dad that even though there are many 
influences in the world, he has kept firm in his foundation and faith. 
 
 Now you know little bit more of Helen. Know that God created Helen just as she is, to be 
curious, to seek and to find him. As Grace UMC continues to nurture its children and youth, we all 
are witnessing the fruits of our labor. 
 
Blessings, 
Dan Verdegan 
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 Children 1st Grade thru 5th Grade are invited to S unday School class led by 
Mary Samuel, Christian Education Director.   We wil l be meeting in Room #108. 

 
Children 3 years through Kindergarten are invited t o the  

“Good Shepherd” class in Room #104 with Judy Lenz at 1 0:15 
a.m.  Judy makes the Bible stories come alive in a way that the 

children are deeply absorbed in what she is teachin g them.  
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5   PAT BURCKHALTER  847-295-5617 

 

12  TERRI, KURT & JACK BLUMEYER  847-482-9201 

        

19  TIM AND CHERYL SODERSTROM  847-735-1198 

 

26  YANDELL FAMILY  847-295-3076 
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5   BILL AND DOROTHA BETKE  847-543-7383 

 

12  HOMECOMING SUNDAY   

 

19  JOHN AND NANCY WEDELL  847-362-2239 

 

26  JOSE AND STEPHANIE IBARRONDO  224-544-5063  
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Sunday Morning Adult Class 
�

Each Sunday morning adults gather in the 
Church Library at 9:00 for study and 
discussion.  The conversation is always lively 
and sprinkled with laughter. 
 
September 12, 2010 we begin a new study 
on I & II Timothy and Titus known as the 
Pastoral Epistles.  This five week study will 
look at these small, but very important books 
in the New Testament. 
 
You are invited!  Books are available in the 
Church office. 
�

 
Disciple Bible Study 

�

More than 1.5 million United Methodists have 
participated in Disciple Bible Study.  Lives 
have been changed.  Enthusiastic responses 
greet the conclusion of each and every study 
whether it took place in Maine or California; 
Texas or Lake Bluff, Illinois. Each lesson 
begins with a DVD that gives an overview of 
the lesson.  Participants then break into 
smaller groups for discussion. 
 
Sunday, August 29 th, immediately after 
worship,  we will gather in the Fireplace 
Room to answer your questions; preview the 
material and select a day and time that is 
best for the class to meet. 

Opportunities for Education 
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We had a wonderful week of Vacation Bible School th is year.  Many thanks to all who worked so hard 
to create this fabulous week! 
 
Lynn Auman      Kim Marzella 
Helen Burkhardt     Sue Minorini 
Jessica Frank     Matthew Samuel 
Judy, Jeremy and Justin Lenz   Dan Verdegan 
Idona Griffith      Darlene Yandell 
 
We are exceptionally grateful to our Director, Mary  Samuel, for her creativity, energy, grace and 
aplomb. 
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RETHINK CHURCH – Results!  
 
As you may recall, the National United Methodist Church challenged Grace United Methodist Church 
parishioners to engage in a campaign to “ReThink Church,” as a call to refocus our ecclesiology, to ask the 
question, “What has God called The United Methodist Church to be in the 21st century?” To see church as a 
“verb” in a way that is aligned closely to Scripture, to be sent into the world and to be more faithful to the 
tradition of John Wesley who believed the world was his parish.  
 
During the past year, more than 80 percent of the Grace UMC congregation participated in an online survey 
or joined a focus group to “rethink” our mission as a church. The willingness of Grace UMC members to 
contribute to ReThink Church is truly impressive and deeply appreciated. The ReThink Church Committee 
wishes to thank and congratulate the congregation. We are confident each voice will contribute to the vibrant 
community that defines Grace UMC.  
 
The key-findings from our ReThink Church efforts will be passed along to the appropriate Grace UMC 
Committee, staff person, or to the Trustees. The findings represent the collective perspective of our 
congregation and each committee or staff person can better determine how to implement or address any of 
the findings shared. Some of the findings are already being implemented, including Pastor Debbie’s offer of a 
weekday, Disciple Bible Study beginning in September. Other key-findings offered for consideration include: 
 

· Inform and promote the congregation about the committee structure of N.O.W. (Nurture, Outreach, 
and Witness).  

· Strengthen the awareness of N.O.W. and encourage greater participation in the work each 
committee provides. 

· Enhance communication within and outside of Grace UMC by creating a new Communication 
Committee. 

· Support small groups that enrich the social and spiritual life of Grace UMC and encourage the 
creation of new small groups to broaden the community experience for others. 

· Assess the potential for a new, local mission in which the identity of Grace UMC may be 
established.  

· Reinforce the recognition of Grace UMC in all sponsored events and missions, including passing 
out a brochure highlighting the Grace UMC experience.  

· Expand our outreach to underserved communities at the Great Lakes Naval Base and at Lake 
Forest College.  

· Invite guest musicians to supplement our worship service.  
· Expand the selection of music to include praise songs and utilize instrumentalists, when possible.  
· Enlighten the congregation about stewardship and the annual fiscal process.  
· Celebrate and promote planned giving and gifts to the Grace UMC endowment.  
· Ensure the needs of our Youth are being served.  
· Sustain and honor our Methodist heritage.  

 
We have much to rejoice in as a community of believers at Grace UMC. The ReThink Church process has 
affirmed our welcoming and hospitable spirit, our authenticity for service of others, our sincerity in worship, 
and our indebtedness for the grace of God.  
 
Wesley and the early Methodists were particularly concerned about inviting people to experience God’s grace 
and to grow in their knowledge and love of God through disciplined Christian living. They placed primary 
emphasis on putting faith and love into action. The ReThink Church campaign asks each of us to answer 
God’s call and, in the Wesleyan tradition, actively seek to open hearts, open minds, and open doors. May 
each of us accept His call!   
 
Respectively submitted, 
Bill Motzer 
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New Windows Coming to the Education Building 
 
In May, new windows were installed in the lower level including Fellowship Hall; the kitchen; 
bathrooms and chair storage area.  They have been very well received!  Thank you to the 
Trustees for all of your hard work on this project.  Thank you to each and every one of you for 
your financial support of Grace Church which made this project possible. 
 
This month, new windows will be installed in the Education Building.  All of these windows are 
double hung and will provide much greater insulation for our building resulting in a reduction in 
heating costs.  Once again we express gratitude to the Trustees for their dedicated service and 
to each one of you for your financial support of Grace Church which made this project possible. 
 
Expenses to date: Lower level windows:    $15,270.00      Paid in Full  
   Education Building 
   Windows      $43,000.00      Remaining balance to  
              be paid: $16,000.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Missing an umbrella? 

There are many umbrellas 
outside the church office on the 
coat rack to be claimed.  We will 

be donating them to charity at the 
end of the month. 

 
Missing Hymnals  

 
We are missing a few hymnals 

from the Sanctuary.  If you have 
borrowed a hymnal, please be 

sure to return it to the church office 
or to the Sanctuary.    

“God’s grace is immeasurable, His mercy is inexhaust ible, His peace is inexpressible.” 
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