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“Red, White and Blue, Go Green” was the theme for Lake Bluff’s 4th of July parade.  Once again, Grace 
Church was well represented. 
 
 The Witness and Outreach Teams worked together to create a marvelous entry in the parade.  
Outreach suggested that we use this opportunity to thank the people of our communities for their 
support of our Christmas tree sale each year.  It was also a good opportunity to let parade watchers  
know the many missions our congregation is able to support because of Christmas tree sales. 
 
 Our entry featured a live Christmas tree with a very wonderful Santa Claus waving to the 
children who screamed with delight when they saw him.  Many worked hard to make this possible so 
we express gratitude to: 
 
 Marge Lambrecht who recruited our walkers and organized the creation of the 
 treat bags given to the children along the parade route. 
 
 Kathy Pierson for her creativity in suggesting our theme for this year’s parade. 
 
 MaryLou Dalton, Randy Fisher and Carole LeMay who created the treat bags 
 given to the children. 
 
 Frank and Mary Robinson for the loan of their truck and making the signs that 
 decorated it. 
 
 Wally Philipp for driving the truck. 
 
 Phyllis Albrecht who obtained the live Christmas Tree. 
 
 Bill Motzer for recruiting his Dad to be Santa Claus 
 

Steve Auman, Frances Clemo, John Burkhardt, Helen Burkhardt, Randy Fisher, Pam Gehrke, 
Tom Grant, Mark Hedrick, Marge Lambrecht, Grace Lambrecht, Bill Motzer, Richard Nitsche, 
Kathy and Don Pierson for marching in the parade 
 

 Lynn Auman for serving as our greeter at the church for any who needed to use 
 our facilities. 
 
 It was a great day of celebration! 
          Debbie 
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 It has been three months since I began youth ministry at Grace. There have been both 
successes and struggles. I thank GOD that I have been able to experience all situations so that I 
can be the best minister to youth and all people.  
 
 I would like to first say that the “Worship and Wash” Car Wash Fundraiser was a huge 
success. The youth raised $403; scrubbing, vacuuming and washing cars lined up for three hours. 
In addition, they decided to have a little fun by dumping buckets filled with soapy water on each 
other! Thank you to all those that were able to make it a success!  
 
 One experience that I have gladly welcomed with open arms is worship. Rev. Debbie has 
allowed me to experience worship through participation in the different aspects of worship. I have 
helped serve communion, which is always special to me because it is a moment that we 
remember the life of Jesus Christ and how we as Christians should emulate this kind of life. I also 
lead the Passing of the Peace and make announcements. I have the opportunity to lead Grace 
members out with a closing thought which always amazes me because most of the time, I don’t 
have anything to say until I need to say it. One experience that I would like to share is the 
offertory. Rev. Debbie asked me to invite the congregation to offering and then say a prayer for 
the first time. She gave me notice a week in advance. I spent the whole week freaking out about 
the right way to invite people, when to invite people and what kind of prayer I should say.  On 
Thursday  I took a walk by Lake Michigan just to meditate. I was going over some lines for the 
offertory and in my frustration told GOD that I needed help. As I kept walking, I decided to just be 
quiet and not think about the offertory, when suddenly an offertory line came to me. I thought it 
was an excellent way to invite the congregation to offertory and prayer at the end. It was definitely 
GOD speaking to me. I got so excited that I repeated over and over again so that I wouldn’t 
forget. Finally Sunday came, I was nervous that I would forget it, but I also felt confident because 
the words were given to me by GOD. Yes I freaked out about it, but GOD calmed me and I didn’t 
have to worry because GOD knew just what I needed to hear! That was such a great day for me 
and totally based on my faith! GOD is good! All the time! All the time, GOD is good! 
 
 I would like make a reminder of two upcoming events.  First on August 16 , if you are 
interested in hearing more about what happened during the mission trip, I invite you to our Thank 
You Dinner . This is going to be an evening filled with wonder as you will get to personally hear 
from our youth how they enjoyed the mission trip and how GOD worked during the time that they 
were serving. There will be a sign-up list for those interested in attending so don’t wait until the 
last minute to attend! Second, on August 30, from noon-4:00 pm , I invite ALL YOUTH AND 
FAMILY to the Lake Bluff beach for the Youth Family Grill Out!   We will have great food, 
volleyball, swimming and more! This is going to be the end of the summer party that you won’t 
want to miss!  
 
Peace and Love, 
 
Dan Verdegan 
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2   BARB AND GIL CLARK  847-615-7119 

        

9  STEVE AND LYNN AUMAN  847-735-2085       

 

16  THE BLUMEYER FAMILY  847-482-9201 

 

23 BYRON AND RUTH PRAIS  847-234-5040 

 

30  SURPRISE!   
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2  JIM AND JUDY ROGERS  847-855-2855 

 

9  SARAH AND TERRY ALLEN  928-691-6471 

 

16  ED AND HENRIETTA PIGG  847-234-2822 

 

23 DAN AND ROWENA FESTIN  847-295-6024 

 

30  BRAD AND LAURA HUFFMAN  847-406-5202 

 

�
�
�
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Front Porch Steps  
 
Our front porch steps are in need of immediate 
replacement.  The Trustees received bids and 
it will cost $6,000 for the needed work.  To 
date we have received $4600.00 in cash and 
pledges toward this important project.  Thank 
you! 
 
You may purchase one of the bluestones that 
lead to our sanctuary entrance for $100.00 or 
a portion of a bluestone for either $25.00 or 
$50.00. 
 
The “icing on the cake” would be if we were 
also able to replace the railing.  The cost for 
this is an additional $2,000.00.  If you have not 
been able to make a donation yet, there is still 
time!  The work will begin this August.  Thank 
you for any donation  you are able to make to 
this important project. 

 
 
 
 
 

.   

          Summer Lunch Bunch  
 
The ladies of Circle One invite you to join us 
for lunch on August 5th at South Gate Café in 
Lake Forest. This will be the last get together 
of the summer, so we invite you to come out 
and join us.  There is no agenda, no reading 
assignments and no program. Just lunch and 
visiting with each other.  
 
Please note that we will not meet in the 
parking lot, just go directly to the restaurant.  
If someone should need a ride however, 
please contact Gretchen Towers at 847-283-
0646. 
 
A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.  
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             Cubs-Brewers Outing 
         Tuesday, September 22nd  
               
It is a tight race in the National League Central Division with Milwaukee in 
first place and the Cubs struggling. By September the final Cubs-Brewers 
series could help determine the winner of the division or help the wild card 
race. Be a part of that series by traveling to Miller Park in Milwaukee with 
the Men's group on Tuesday, September 22nd. We will furnish 
transportation to and from the game leaving the GUMC parking lot at 5 p.m. 
Tickets are $60 per person and include the transportation fee. (some tickets may be available at 
$30 each without transportation if that helps you and your family). Bring a guest, bring a spouse, 
bring the family......Help the Cubs by reminding them that it is 3 strikes you are out and 3 outs per 
half inning.  
 
Contact Randy Fisher for information and sign up on the sheet located on the bulletin board.  
 
 

Great Lakes Navy Relief 
 

Temporarily Suspended 
 
For the past two years Grace Church has worked closely with Great Lakes Navy Relief.  Members 
of Grace have donated gently used clothing and household items to the Thrift Store at Great Lakes.  
All proceeds from sales at the Thrift Store go to provide medical and dental assistance for the young 
sailors and their families. 
 
There have been two changes recently at the Thrift Store.  Terry Thomas, Director of the Navy-
Marine Corps Relief Society for the past 14 years, is retiring.  The new Director will not begin work 
until the first of August.  The store also had to be re-located because the building that housed it for 
many years had to be taken down.  The new building has 60% less space than the former one.  
Terry informed us, with deep regret, that some of our recent donations had to be given to the 
Salvation Army because they did not have space for them.  So we are going to suspend 
collections for August and September .  We will have a conversation with the new Director after 
that person has some time to acclimate to the new position. 
 
Please hold any donations for Great Lakes until we get some clarity about our future relationship 
with Great Lakes Navy Relief. 
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A new group is being created this fall which is called Woman to Woman .  The group will meet the 
second and fourth Wednesday mornings of each month beginning September 9th. 
 
The first book the women will discuss is titled: “One Less Thing to Worry About” by Jerilyn Ross.  
Copies of the book will be available in the church office beginning August 16th. 
 
Woman to Woman  will begin Wednesday, September 9th at 10:00 am in the Fireplace Room. 
 
The Sunday morning adult Bible study will resume September 13th at 9:00 am in the church library.  
We will be studying the Book of Acts.  As we watch the somewhat alarming downward spiral of 
mainline denominations it is good to go back to our very roots and look at the beginning of the 
Christian church.  The formation of the early church is detailed very well in the Book of Acts.  There 
are many lessons in this wonderful book for the church of today. 
 
Study books will be available in the church office beginning August 16th. 
 

Holy Humor Sunday 
September 6, 2009  

�

It is not unusual for one or two of you to send 
me jokes that pertain to a sermon I have just 

preached.  This congregation has a 
marvelous sense of the humorous. 

 
Therefore, Sunday, September 6th is going to 

be the first Holy Humor Sunday.  A 
microphone will be in place at the front of the 
sanctuary and at designated points during the 

service you will be invited to come forward 
and share a humorous joke or story with us.  

The sermon that morning will be titled:  
“The Gift of Laughter” 

 
 Please call Pastor Debbie at 847-234-

9163, if you wish to participate in this very 
lively service. 

PRAYER NETWORK 
�

Grace Church is creating a Prayer 
Network .  When prayer requests are either 
voiced during worship on Sunday mornings 
or brought to Pastor Debbie’s attention, they 

will be sent to the Prayer Network  by  
e-mail.  Those on the Prayer Network will 
commit to pray for the person(s) daily for 

one week. 
 

If you would like to be a part of the Prayer 
Network , please call the church office at 

847-234-9163 or email 
dmotzer@graceumclakebluff.org.  
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Website News 
Www.graceumclakebluff.org 

 
You can now view the photos of different events in the life of 
Grace Church on the website.  Just click “ALBUMS” in  the left 
side of the home page.  We currently have the Fourt h of July 
pictures to view and coming soon the Mission Trip a lbum will 
be posted.  Check it out!      

�
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