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 There is a story I love about a young man who applied for a job as a farmhand.  When 

the farmer asked for his qualifications, he said, “I can sleep when the wind blows.” This 

puzzled the farmer.  But he liked the young man, and hired him.  A few days later, the farmer 

and his wife were awakened in the night by a violent storm.  They quickly began to check 

things out to see if all was secure.  They found that the shutters of the farmhouse had been 

securely fastened.  A good supply of logs had been set next to the fireplace.  The young man 

slept soundly.  The farmer and his wife then inspected their property.  They found that the farm 

tools had been placed in the storage shed, safe from the elements.  The tractor had been 

moved into the garage.  The barn was properly locked.  Even the animals were calm.  All was 

well.  The farmer then understood the meaning of the young man’s words, “I can sleep when 

the wind blows.”  Because the farmhand did his work loyally and faithfully when the skies were 

clear, he was prepared for the storm when it broke.  So when the wind blew, he was not afraid.  

He could sleep in peace. 

 

 I share this story as we begin to look forward to Lent.  Lent is traditionally the forty days 

leading up to Easter when we prepare ourselves spiritually to remember the great sacrifice of 

Jesus who gave his life on a cross for us.  We prepare ourselves spiritually to celebrate once 

again Jesus’ triumphant resurrection from the dead when our faith affirms that we believe life 

is stronger than death.  The days of preparation enrich those experiences as well as providing 

us with a wonderful sense of peace. 

 

 Grace Church is offering many opportunities to prepare during the forty days of Lent.  I 

invite/encourage your participation.    

        Joy and peace, 

 

        ������   
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 The season of Lent is a time of preparing our hearts and minds by focusing on something 
beyond ourselves. Just as Jesus went in solitude to the Judean desert (believe me, the Judean 
desert is barren waterless land) for 40 days to meditate, pray and fast let us ask ourselves, how 
will we use this time?  
 
 On February 26-27 2010 some of our youth, along with youth from Frankfort UMC, First 
Vietnamese UMC and St. John’s UMC will go without food by participating in an event called The 
30 Hour Famine. Our youth who have agreed to participate are: Colleen Foster, Carson Cook, 
Helen Burkhardt, Sarah Burkhardt, Kurt Blumeyer and Jack Blumeyer.  There is still time to sign 
up and youth may do so by contacting me. This event is hosted by World Vision, a Christian 
humanitarian organization with the mission to serve families and children by tackling the issues of 
poverty and injustice. You may have heard about World Vision by sponsoring a child.  
 

Going without food for 30 hours sounds hard!  Experience has shown that it is not 
detrimental to our health.  In fact, abstaining for a certain length of time from eating is called 
fasting. Fasting is biblical in nature and is done for different reasons. Fasting can be to get right 
with GOD, as seen in Nehemiah 9:1. “Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of 
Israel were assembled with fasting.”  Jesus began his ministry by fasting: “He fasted forty days 
and forty nights”. (Matthew 4:2).  The act of fasting has to be intentional with a humble attitude, a 
right mindset and servant heart.  

 
 During the 30 Hour Famine, youth will experience what it is like to be hungry by not eating. 
This is something that more than a billion people worldwide experience on a daily basis. In 
addition, we will be engaging in activities and games that will help the youth understand the 
struggles and feelings of those who go hungry each day.  Besides fasting, youth will be 
fundraising to send money to a World Vision sponsor country. This year the money that is raised 
will go to Ethiopia. Our youth who participate will have the goal of each raising $100.00, although 
raising more is even better! Not only can you support them financially, but what is most important 
is to support them with prayers. I hope that you will have the chance to dialogue with our youth 
about this event. As the event is coming upon us, please encourage our youth to have strength 
and confidence in fasting.   

 
This Lenten season our youth will put themselves out of the spotlight and 
participate in an event that will raise awareness of one of the ongoing struggles 
throughout many parts of the world. It will bring a genuine compassion for those 
in need. As we fast as a community, it will bring us in a closer relationship with 
GOD because we become dependent on God for strength. YOU can be part of 
this ongoing work by asking any of the youth and me in what ways you can help 

whether that is through finance, by cooking for our Break-the-Fast closing ceremony or by your 
prayers! Please also check out 30hourfamine.org for more information. 
 
Peace and Love in Christ, 
 
Dan Verdegan 
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Children 1st Grade thru 5th Grade are invited to Su nday School at 10:15 a.m.  
for the Travels to the Ancient Lands of the Middle East.  

 
Children 3 years through Kindergarten are invited t o the  

“Good Shepherd” class in Room 104 with Judy Lenz at 10 :15 a.m.  
Judy makes the Bible stories come alive in a way th at the children 

are deeply absorbed in what she is teaching them.  
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7    FRANCES CLEMO AND JOHN BURKHARDT  847-235-2556 

        

14  TERRI, KURT & JACK BLUMEYER  847-482-9201    

 

21  TIM AND CHERYL SODERSTROM  847-735-1198 

 

28  YANDELL FAMILY  847-295-3076 
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7   BARB AND GIL CLARK  847-615-7119 

 

14  JOHN AND NANCY WEDELL  847-362-2239 

 

21  BILL AND DOROTHA BETKE  847-543-7383 

 

28  KIM GENTILE  847-615-7248 
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We need help with our very important Bakery Ministry on Monday evenings.  We need volunteers 
who are willing to do the following: 
 
 1.  Drive to Deerfield Bakery on Waukegan Rd. arriving at 5:20 pm on Monday evening. 
 
 2.  Load all baked goods remaining from Monday sales into bags and boxes. 
      (you will need to provide the bags and boxes) 
 
 3.  Immediately take the baked goods to the VA in North Chicago.  
 
The total time commitment is about 90 minutes.  If you are able to help, please call Mary Jane Hall 
at 847-234-3793. 

Musical Instruments Needed 
 

We are still receiving your much-loved musical 
instruments to be donated to the Waukegan School 

District.  
Please bring any that you may have closeted at home to 

the church and we’ll see that they get to the proper 
place.  The children in the school district have difficulty 
finding funds to rent instruments therefore are not able 

to be a part of the school bands.  
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          Circle I   
Circle I will meet at the home of Judy Lenz, 
34 W. Heron, Lake Forest, at 9:30am on 
Wednesday, February 3rd.  Thanks to the 
enthusiasm and many talents of its members, 
we always have a good time and welcome 
women of the church to join us.  Call Judy at 
735-8010 or any of the Circle women if you’d 
like to join us.  This month we’ll be looking at 
the Episcopal Church and it’s contributions to 
our Christian Faith.  Distribution of all the 
foods for the one-day meal at the PADS 
facility will be on Thursday, February 4th.  

Bulletin Boards 
 in the Narthex and Hallway 

 
In an effort to provide Dan with a bulletin 
board on the main floor of the church for his 
“Youth Ministry”, he is now using the bulletin 
board directly across from the church office.  
 
You will also notice that we are now utilizing 
the glass cases in the hallway to post Grace 
members that are in the news!  (ie. The Lake 
Forester, etc.)  If you come across a member 
in the news or any news pertaining to Grace 
Church, please provide a copy to Deb Motzer 
and she will gladly display it in the case.   
 
To keep you up to date and informed., any 
upcoming events or sign up sheets in the life 
of Grace Church will continue to be posted on 
the bulletin board as you go up the stairs into 
the Sanctuary. 
    
 

PADS 2009-2010  
“Providing Advocacy, Dignity and 

Shelter” 
 

Grace Church continues to be involved with 
the PADS program to feed and house the 
homeless.  Food donations should be 
delivered to the church on or  before  
4:00 p.m . the first Thursday of each month 
for delivery to the shelter.    
 
The next delivery is set for February 4th.  
   
NOTE:  Please check the bulletin board for 
the sign-up sheet.  There are several 
choices not yet spoken for and the 
delivery date is fast approaching! 
  
Any questions may be directed to Judy 
Philipp at 847-234-4837 or to any woman of 
Circle I, who are the sponsors of this all 
church mission project.  

� � ����Circle II 
Circle II will convene on Wednesday, 
February 3rd at 12:30 p.m. at the home of 
Henrietta Pigg, 515 Green Bay Rd, Lake 
Bluff.   
 
Bring a sandwich.  Dessert will be provided 
by your hostess.  All church women and 
newcomers are welcome. 
   
Phone Barbara Stuessy at 847-234-2220 if 
you wish to join us.  

              �������
������������������������
�

The Juvenile Protection Association of Illinois recently gave an award to  
Dawn Weston for  “Her Lifelong Dedication to Disadvantaged and  

Special Needs Children.” 
 

                 Congratulations and God’s blessings, Dawn! 
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McCURDY MISSION SCHOOL 

Needs your Help!  

McCurdy School is located in the impoverished Espanola Valley of Northern New Mexico between 
beautiful Santa Fe and Taos. With 40 buildings located throughout the 44 acre campus, it requires 
enormous amounts of effort to maintain the facilities. In order to fulfill their mission, McCurdy is 
dependent upon volunteers and work teams. Each year dozens of teams from across the 
country make their way to the campus in order to repair, restore and prepare the facilities for the 
new school year. In many cases new construction projects are undertaken by the work teams. Other 
volunteers help in the office or read and mentor students. Grace Church is planning to send a 16 
member team from August 15-21st. The cost is less than $40 dollars a day for room and board to 
participate. Please let Terry or Sarah Allen or Don or Kathy Pierson know if you are interested in 
going as soon as possible. 
 

Winter is the perfect time to consider this exciting summer opportunity! 
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Campbell Soup Labels and Box Tops for Education  
Please continue to bring these to the Church. There is a box located near the North door. 
Last year McCurdy was able to purchase two very needed new vans with soup labels (1.5 
million labels each). Grace Church just mailed an envelope with $22.00 in box tops and 

178 labels. McCurdy Mission creatively uses all of the gifts sent from all over the country. 
Be a part of this very special mission which serves 350 students a year.  

 

Opportunities for Spiritual Growth  

Living the Questions  
This six week class will provide an 

opportunity to explore long held Christian 
traditions and beliefs.  We will explore the 

significance of the church in the 21st century 
and what meaningful faith can be like in 
today’s world. We will begin each week 

watching a DVD with excellent presentations 
by persons such as Tex Sample; Marcus 

Borg and Nancy Ammerman.  The balance of 
our time together will be spent discussing 

what we have heard. 
There is no book to purchase or read!   

Simply come to discuss, over dessert and 
coffee, some of our basic beliefs as 

Christians. 
Wednesday February 24 th 6:30 – 7:30 until 

Wednesday March 31 st. 

Woman to Woman 
 

This lively group will begin a new topic in 
February called: “Purse-onality” by Anita 

Renfroe. 
 

“Purse-onality” is an outstanding comedy 
event that is cheeky, high-energy and 
ultimately life-affirming.  Anita Renfroe 

addresses topics such as: family: church life; 
eBay addiction and fake tans in a hilarious, 

insightful look into everyday life and God’s role 
in our life. 

 
We will begin Wednesday, February 10 th at 
9:30 am in the Fireplace Room.  There is no 

book to purchase or read. 
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February 17 th
���� ������������������������������	��	�����������	�  

�

� During this Ash Wednesday service we will pray and sing together; then 
 conclude the service with the imposition of ashes symbolizing the sacrifice 
 of Christ and our personal call to servant discipleship. 
�

February 21 st
 ������������������������������	��	�����������	�  

�

� During this first Sunday of Lent you will be given the name of another person 
 in the congregation.  You are invited to pray for this person during the six 
 weeks of Lent.  Sometime after Easter you may either call or e-mail the  
 individual to let them know you have been praying for them. 
�

February 28 th � ������������������������������	��������������	�  

�
� There will be a potluck in Fellowship Hall beginning at 11:00 am.  Immediately 
 after the potluck we will play a game that will be able to include everyone in our 
 church family. 
�

March 14 th
 � ������������������������������	���	�������������	�  

�

� There will be a pancake breakfast in Fellowship Hall immediately after worship.�
�

March 28 th
 � ������������������������������	���	�������������	�  

�

� Potluck at the Palms�
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Kitchen Re-Decorating  
A member of our Boy Scout Troop, James Gross, is working on becoming 
an Eagle Scout.  This is the highest achievement in Scouting.  His project 

is to completely re-decorate our church kitchen.  Kyle and his team are 
stripping the old wallpaper and then painting the kitchen; repairing and 

painting the ceiling and replacing the curtains.  It will take them about one 
month to complete the work.  The kitchen will be a little unusual until 

then.  Thank you James for selecting this project! 

“Thank You”  from the Food Pantry  
 

Our sincere gratitude to Grace Church for your continued support of our Food 
Pantry.   Your contributions of food are greatly appreciated.  Keeping our shelves 

well stocked is a challenge especially in this difficult economic environment.  
Because of your dedication, we have been able to provide food to all those 

coming to us for help.  
 

In 2009 a total of 833 bags were distributed.  I feel this is a lot considering the 
small size of our facility.   

 
We hope you will continue to support us again with this important ministry. 

 
With many thanks, 

Anne Frost 
Pantry Coordinator 
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