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Services at 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, December 24th 

�

�

At each service you will listen to the Christmas st ory 
read from scripture; sing your favorite carols; hea r the 

message of Christmas connect to your life in a new 
way; and participate in the beautiful tradition of 

passing the light. 
 

We hope all of this will add joy and meaning to you r 
Christmas. 

 
 

Merry Christmas! 
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The New Year is almost upon us.  It is tradition to create a list of New Year’s resolutions:  “I will 
lose five pounds; I will take a class; I will develop a new skill” et al. 
 
 In 2010, Grace Church is resolving to join the denominational effort to Re-Think Church.  The 
median age of a United Methodist member is 58; the median age of a United Methodist Pastor is 56.  
We are an aging denomination.  It is time to Re-Think Church!  What do we need in our worship; in our 
Christian Education; in our small groups to attract younger adults to the United Methodist Church? 
 
 At Grace, we have formed a Re-Think Church Task Force under the direction of the Church 
Council.  The members of the Task Force are: 
 
  Bill Motzer---Chair 
  Steve Auman 
  Helen Burkhardt 
  Mark Dewart 
  Andrew Festin 
  Wally Philipp 
  Kathy Pierson 
  Frank Samuel 
 
 They are seeking the answers to two questions: Where do we want to be as a church in five 
years?  What do we need to do right now to ensure that Grace Church is a vital presence in Lake Bluff 
122 years from now? 
 
 The Task Force has created a survey which they hope each one of you will take the time to 
complete.  They are asking what you think Grace Church is doing extremely well right now and are 
seeking your input into ways we can improve what we are doing as a church community.  What do we 
need to do right now to ensure that Grace Church is a vital presence in Lake Bluff 122 years from now? 
 
 You may take the survey online and the link will be e-mailed to you within a week.  There will 
also be paper copies available at the church.  We hope to have all surveys completed by January 4th. 
 
 Thank you for your invaluable help as we work together to Re-Think Church. 
 
       Joy and peace, 
 
       Debbie 
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 The Advent season was a time of preparation for the arrival of a child that would change 
our lives. We prepared our ourselves in many different ways; by decorating our houses with 
outside lights and by decorating the inside of our houses with a Christmas tree, Christmas candy, 
candles and stockings. We prepared our spirits by singing Christmas tunes, by listening to 
Christmas caroling and concerts. Finally, we prepared our hearts most importantly by helping the 
less fortunate during this cold season, by allowing ourselves to meditate on the glory that this 
child will bring; on the peace of his presence and on the joy of the abundance of life. This is the 
event that all of us have been waiting for. The arrival of this child each year marks a turning point 
in our lives in which we witness a continual transformation of being like Christ. How amazing that 
the long wait we have endured has resulted in a gift of life! 
 
 Now that the Christ child has arrived, we enter into a time of Epiphany. We excitedly watch 
and anticipate the many signs that will point to the divine nature of Christ. We will be able to 
witness the love of GOD through Christ in our lives as we come together to as the body of 
believers. As a body of believers at GRACE UMC, we come to support one another as a faith 
community. As Christ will reveal signs of his stature, what signs in our lives are we revealing to 
each other of Christ love? Are we serving others without expecting something in return? Are we 
not holding grudges or harboring thoughts of resentment towards those that have hurt us? Are we 
obeying the commands that GOD set forth so that others may recognize who we are and what we 
stand for? Are we forgiving and giving grace in our daily lives? Are we praying? 
 
 As Christians we don’t have to wait for Christ to be revealed, we can reveal Christ through 
our actions. I challenge you that during this time of Epiphany, we make a conscious effort every 
day to ask ourselves if we are revealing Christ’s love. If we are not, in what ways can go about 
doing so that others can see GOD’s grace and mercy? I think  you will be surprised by how much 
GOD will reveal as you take this challenge. If during this time you experience something that 
GOD has revealed to you and you want to share it with someone, I encourage you to email me at 
daniel.verdegan@garrett.edu. I would love to hear how GOD is working in your lives. 
 
 
Peace and Love In Christ, 
 
 
Dan Verdegan 
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Children 1st Grade thru 5th Grade are invited to Su nday School at 10:15 a.m.  
for the Travels to the Ancient Lands of the Middle East.  

 
Children 3 years through Kindergarten are invited t o the  

“Good Shepherd” class in Room 104 with Judy Lenz at 10 :15 a.m.  
Judy makes the Bible stories come alive in a way th at the children 

are deeply absorbed in what she is teaching them.  
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3   PAT BURCKHALTER  847-295-5617 

        

10  SARAH AND TERRY ALLEN  928-691-6471    

 

17  KIM AND ROB MARZELLA  224-544-5002 

 

24 DAN AND ROWENA FESTIN  847-295-6024 

 

31  BRAD AND LAURA HUFFMAN  847-406-5202 
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3   MARGE AND RALPH LAMBRECHT  847-234-0842 

 

10  LYNETTE AND MALCOLM RICE  847-634-8209 

 

17  MARK AND MEREDITH FOSTER  847-234-8104 

 

24 JOE AND TAYO SOSAN  847-283-0588 

 

31  TIM AND BETH HABECOST  847-508-8722 
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Grace Women’s Book Club  
“The Help” by Kathryn Stockett 

Sunday, January 24, 2010 
�
�
The women’s book club will be meeting again beginning after worship service on Sunday, 
January 24th.  Your hostesses are Martha Bucher and Carol DeSchutter.  The book we are 
reviewing is “The Help” by Kathryn Stockett.  Please join us for lunch and good fellowship at 
11:30 a.m. in the Fireplace Room.   All women of the church are invited to attend and lunch will 
be provided.  A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Narthex. � � �

Thanks for the Tree Sales 
 
Thank you from the Outreach Team for your support of our 
annual Christmas tree sale.  Grace’s 13th year of the sale was 
outstanding!  Again, the sale promoted community good will, 
provided a valuable service, and raised funds for missions 
around the world. 
 
Our next Outreach meeting will be at the Pierson’s home at 4:00 p.m., Sunday, January 
10th.  Anyone interested in learning more about our many Outreach projects, especially if 
you worked the tree sale, please come.  We will be celebrating and planning for next year.  
 
Let Don or Kathy know if you are able to attend at 847-234-0849.  Their address is: 
1549 Telegraph Rd., Lake Forest.   
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          Circle I   

 Revs Up for the New Year 
The women of Circle I will meet on 
Wednesday, January 6th at  9:30 am at the 
home of Marge Lambrecht, 243 W. Blodgett, 
Lake Bluff.  We continue our study of 
“Christianity’s Family Tree” with the chapter 
on “Presbyterianism.” 
 
If you’d like to join us, and new faces are 
always welcome, please call Marge at 847-
234-0842. 

     Musical Instruments            
    Needed 
We have been publicizing the 
need for musical instruments for 
the Waukegan Public Schools, 

hearing that many children who wish to 
participate do not have access to 
instruments and are asking for our help.  Do 
you have a much loved instrument not being 
used that you would consider donating?  
Contributions are tax deductible and will be 
acknowledged by the Office of the 
Superintendent of the Waukegan Public 
Schools.  Please bring it to Grace Church 
and we’ll arrange to get it to our neighbors to 
the north.  As of now, we have already 
received a saxophone, flute, clarinet, and 
several percussion instruments.  And we’ve 
promised a drum set!   
 
Thanks to all those 
searching their closets 
and responding to this 
call! 

PADS 2009-2010  
“Providing Advocacy, Dignity and 

Shelter” 
 
Grace Church continues to be involved with 
the PADS program to feed and house the 
homeless.  Food donations should be 
delivered to the church on or  before 4:00 
p.m. the first Thursday of each month for 
delivery to the shelter.    
 
The next delivery is set for January 7th.  
   
Please check the bulletin board for the sign-
up sheet which lists the food choices you can 
purchase for our one day menu-of-the-month.  
  
Any questions about the amount or type of 
food items to donate may be directed to Judy 
Philipp at 847-234-4837 or to any woman of 
Circle I, who are the sponsors of this all 
church mission project.  
 

�   Circle II and III   
 
Circle II joined Circle III on December 2nd at 
Lambs Farm for a December luncheon. Circle 
III collected money for “Help Them to Hope” 
through the Waukegan News Sun. 
 
Pastor Debbie joined the group and a good 
time was had by all! �

             45+ Social Group  
A new group has formed at Grace for those 45+ (those still working, looking toward 
retirement, or those already retired).  We had our first event in November and are 
planning an event for January.  There is nothing to read, study, or prepare for—just 
gathering for fun and fellowship with members of our Grace family.   If you have an interest in being 
a part of this new fun and lively group we would love to have you!  Bring us your ideas!  A sign up 
sheet is on the bulletin board.   
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Thank You from ChildServ  

Thanks so much for the gifts and for the baby items!   
Samantha has already selected outfits for three new baby girls who were born in the PEP 
program after October. (when we originally placed the holiday gift orders for our clients).  

 We are thrilled with your generosity!   
Jeanne Becker, ChildServ 
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McCURDY MISSION SCHOOL  

Grace Church is planning a one-week trip to McCurdy Mission School in Espanola, N.M., near 
Santa Fe, on Aug. 15-21. Mark your calendars! 

There is room for only 16 people on a team. Please let Sarah or Terry Allen or Don or Kathy 
Pierson know if you are interested in going. It is preferred that enrollment be limited to those who 
have completed 8th grade. Younger children often have to come if families are to participate. But 
there are no special facilities or program for younger children. Their care and supervision are the 
responsibility of parents. 

There will be a variety of tasks. Each member of the team can indicate skill levels in several areas, 
such as electrical, plumbing, carpentry, painting, yard work, cleaning, general office work. 

McCurdy School is a project related to the General Board of Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church. McCurdy is a pre-school through 12th grade school serving about 350 students, 
more than half of whom are on financial aid. 

Mission team members will stay at McCurdy doing maintenance, repairs, improvement work, and 
community service. Sometimes there are off-campus projects at one of the mission churches. There 
might be opportunities to participate in Vacation Bible Schools. 

Teams work Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8-3:30 and Tuesday and Thursday from 8-noon. 
This gives teams ample time to visit northern New Mexico, where the August weather is usually 
perfect. 

The Outreach team will raise funds to purchase materials for the projects we undertake. Cafeteria 
charges for three meals a day are $18 per person. Housing charges, two twin beds per room, are 
$20 per person, per night. RV hookup is $15 per night. Outreach will discuss how we plan to fund 
the trip. 

Winter is the perfect time to consider this exciting summer opportunity! 

“Living Light” Coming to Grace United Methodist Churc h 
 
Sunday, January 3rd, Alan Atwood, of Living Light Productions, will bring the morning 
message to us in drama. 
 
Amy Gage of the Minneapolis Star Tribune writes of him: “Atwood transformed himself 
effortlessly from Peter’s Jewish Mother-in-Law—who arises from her sick bed to prepare 
chicken soup (what else?)—to a contemporary ‘leper’.  Atwood’s performance was nothing 
short of remarkable, evidenced by the laughter and rapt attention of the nearly full house.” 
 
Alan Atwood will bring the Gospel of Mark to life as we begin our New Year at Grace 
Church. 
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Grace is a Certified Welcoming Church! 
 
Grace UMC has joined an elite group of churches across the United States certified as 
Welcoming Congregations.  In recognition of Grace’s Welcoming certification, Pastor Debbie 
received a plaque that now hangs in the foyer near the name tag board. 
 
Welcoming is not the task of a committee or individual, but rather a lifestyle shared by each 
member of a congregation.  We are truly welcome people and when we open our doors we 
consistently show that church is not just a place to go, but something we do.  The welcoming 
certification program is a four year program that celebrates and recognizes the efforts to 
proactively prepare to receive visitors and newcomers. 
 
Congratulations to all who make Grace UMC such a warm, welcoming church! 
 
The Witness Team 
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Grace Trustees have some projects in need of a financial home.  If you would like to adopt 
one, or part of one, or are interested in learning more about these projects, you may 
contact Mark Foster (847-234-8104) or Pastor Debbie (847-234-9163). 
 

Alarm Panel Upgrade        $27,000 
This upgrade has been strongly recommended by the Village of Lake Bluff 
 
Sump Pump Drainage           $500 
The sump pump in the front of the church spills over and seeps down the side of the church building 
 
Fire Doors                    $13,960 
The Trustees recommend the enclosure of the stairwells of our building with fire rated doors for life safety 
reasons. 
 
Education Wing Windows                   $63,000 
This will be a huge energy/cost saving measure for the church.  Our windows are original with the building 
and increase our annual heating costs. 
 

Fellowship Hall Windows                   $29,400 
This will be a huge energy/cost saving measure for the church.  Our windows are original with the building 
and increase our annual heating costs. 
 
Repair Roof Line of Building        $2,000 
There is a separation at the roof line between the sanctuary and the organ room 
 
Boiler Fresh Air Controls                    $2,600 
An additional control device will improve the efficiency of the boiler.  It will regulate the water temperature—
hotter on cold days and cooler on warmer days 
 

Lightning Protection                     $8,400 
This will provide a grounding system covering our electronics 
 

Northrop Chapel                     $10,000 
Paint the chapel; improve the lighting and repair water marks 
 
Education Wing Bathrooms        $12,000 
Paint walls and update fixtures 
 
Church Landscaping           $7,500 
Our Landscaping Company has given us this estimate to enhance the outside entrances to our beautiful 
church 


