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�Graduation Sunday  
June 13, 2010 
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Congratulations to the following graduates of 2010!  

 
Lake Bluff Middle School   

Jessica Frank 
Claire Yandell 
Danny Lotts 

Jack Blumeyer 
 

Woodland Middle School 
Leo Philipp 

 
Lake Forest Country Day School 

Duncan Shepherd 
 

Lake Forest High School 
Tori Foster 

Kyle Verbeke 
 

Milwaukee  Institute of Art and Design 
Josie Rice 

 
University of Wisconsin Madison 

Katie Yandell 
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I am writing this column on May 13th, the morning after our huge thunderstorm.  Were you also 
awakened by the thunder and lightening like I was?  At one point it seemed like someone had 
turned on all the lights in our home, so bright was the flash of lightening. If that storm woke us 
up, can you imagine someone sleeping through a tornado?  Author, Bill Bryson says his 
grandparents pretty much did just that. 
 
One night they were suddenly awakened by a roaring noise like the sound of a thousand chain 
saws.  For a few moments the whole house shook.  Pictures fell off the walls.  A clock fell off 
the mantle in the living room.  Bill’s grandfather got up, plodded over to the window and looked 
out.  He couldn’t see a thing; just pitch darkness, so he went back to bed, remarking that it 
seemed a bit stormy out there.  He didn’t realize that at the very moment he was looking out 
the window, a tornado was thundering across their lawn!  It was so close that if he had opened 
the window it could have sucked him up and hurled him into the next county. 
 
The disciples of Christ were caught up in something very much like a tornado on that first 
Pentecost Sunday.  Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he instructed his disciples to stay in 
Jerusalem and wait for the coming of the Spirit.  And so they did.  Early one morning, while 
they were all together praying, they heard a sound unlike anything they had ever heard before.  
Now the disciples had experienced storms many times while fishing, but this sound was much 
bigger than that.  The sound they heard was, “like the rush of a violent wind.”  It filled the entire 
house.  They looked up and saw giant tongues of fire descending upon them, and they were 
immediately filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 
The difference between that first Pentecost experience and the storm we experienced last 
night is the morning after.  It was a little hard to get to the church this morning because so 
many streets were flooded.  However, once I arrived, it has been a day like most other days 
filled with emails, phone calls and drop in visitors.  The morning after the first Pentecost was 
not a morning like any other morning.  The disciples were transformed by the Holy Spirit.  It 
was not business as usual!  They moved from a position of fear and uncertainty to becoming 
fearless evangelists for the sake of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  The Pentecost 
experience was not a one time spiritual event, but rather a transformation to a lifetime of 
service. 
 
As we remember and celebrate Pentecost this year my prayer is that it will be a time of 
renewal of our dedication to service in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
        Joy and peace, 
 
        Debbie 
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 This month, the members of Grace UMC have the opportunity 
to know a remarkable woman in Laine Yandell. She resides with her 
parents, Mark and Darlene Yandell. Laine is one of 4 children; older 
brother Jack, younger sister Claire, and Scott, her younger brother. 
Living in a quaint house that her dad helped build, she is a quiet, smart 
and enthusiastic young maturing woman who, with her talents and gifts 
are perfect for doing the Lord’s work. 
 
 Laine loves Grace UMC. One of the most important aspects she 
sees Grace doing well is missions and service. Moreover, while it is a 
small, close-knit faith community, Grace is still able to help be a 
resource for our local communities, and also reach out to help the 
needs of others, such as the Philippines! This kind of attitude is what 
motivates her. Her passion to serve others is because the members of 
Grace have embodied this way of lifestyle and by the guiding hands of 
God who is very much part of her life. Because of her passion to help 
others, Laine would love to “educate every child and non-educated 
adult.” Laine states that the only way that we can fix the problem of 
poverty is by identifying the root of the cause. For Laine, the problem 
starts with educating people. Without the proper education, people 
won’t learn the most effective way to help themselves out of poverty. “This is a cycle that needs to end!” 
declares Laine. Currently, Laine has served in many ways; she is part of the Human Rights Club that right 
now is focusing on continued relief efforts in Haiti; Laine also joined the Brother2Little club (formerly known 
as BigBrother/BigSister) in which the club tutors at a local school in North Chicago; and finally, Laine also 
has served diligently at the Free Meal Ministry, helping to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and bring 
smiles on the downtrodden. Grace UMC youth ministry participates in this every 4th Tuesday of the month! 
 
 While keeping busy with helping others, Laine manages to fit school in. She enjoys Art, English and 
History. As she looks to her final year of high school, Laine is anticipating the application materials for 
scholarships and colleges that she will need to complete as well as the many college visits. Additionally, 
during her spare time, Laine is able to enjoy the outdoors as she takes in the beauty of nature, riding her 
bike along the pristine woods of Lake Forest or by the beach, and the family camping trip! 
 
 This summer Laine will be babysitting, hanging with her friends, starting to research college and 
hopefully go on either the youth mission trip to Chicago or the adult mission trip to New Mexico. What a 
young mature adult that we have in our presence! Let us give kudos to not only the parents, but to the 
faithful members of Grace who have embraced the baptismal covenant. Above all, through God’s love, 
Grace church is rearing up youth who are willing to go forth into the world, to discern the needs and to 
make a difference! 
 
 
Peace and Love in Christ, 
 
Dan Verdegan 
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The Rotation Model will continue through Summer Sun day School for 1st  thru 5th 
grade.  Infant thru Kindergarten will meet in the N ursery- Room 103.  
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You may register below or pick up a form from the c hurch office. 
 

 
NAME_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
AGE_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SPECIAL NEEDS_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ALLERGIES_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PAID_______________ 
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6    MARK AND MEREDITH FOSTER  847-234-8104 

        

13  JOHN AND MARTHA BUCHER  847-731-9097    

 

20  GLORIA MCQUAID  847-244-8024 

 

27  CAROLYN WARDEN  224-656-6081 
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6    ED AND GRETCHEN TOWERS  847-283-0646   

 

13  GLORIA MCQUAID  847-244-8024 

 

20  STEVE AND LYNN AUMAN  847-735-2085 

 

27  STEVE AND SHARON DAHL  262-948-0937 

 

� � � � �

       
         

WOMEN'S SUMMER 
“LUNCH BUNCH”   

For all of us who need a special reason to go out for lunch…. Women's 
Ministries Circle I is again offering the summer "Lunch Bunch"  for any or all 
Grace women to meet for a social lunch on the 1st Wednesday of June, July 

and August at noon in nearby community restaurants....no dues, no 
responsibilities, just fun and fellowship.    

 
The first date is Wednesday, June 2nd and we will be gathering at the South Gate Café 

in Lake Forest.  A sign up sheet is on the church bulletin board so we can make 
reservations. If you would like a ride, please be in the Grace parking lot at 11:45 a.m.  

          Sign up and join us! 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
June 6, 2010  

On June 6th these youth will be confirmed as 
full members of Grace Church.  We invite 
you to come and demonstrate your support 
of our youth as they take their Confirmation 
vows and receive the blessing of their 
church. 

Helen Burkhardt 
Alexis Jackson 

Kaely Seikel 
Scott Yandell 

 

 
 

Father’s Day 
June 20, 2010 

 
 

 
Sunday, June 20th, in honor of our Dads, the 

Nurture Team is sponsoring an Ice Cream 
Social.  We invite all Dads and their families to 
Fellowship Hall for ice cream smothered in a 

variety of toppings. 
 

Yummy! 
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St. James Need  
The Outreach Team is looking for a liaison to 

our sister church, St. James in Chicago, to 
replace Wand Weston, who has faithfully 
served in that role since the start of our 

relationship.   
 

Anyone interested in this important ministry 
during a time of dire need at St. James 

should contact Outreach. 

                McCurdy School 
                   Mission Trip  

You are invited to participate in our mission trip this summer.  There is still time to 
sign up for our August 15-21 mission to McCurdy School in New Mexico.  Whether or 
not you can go, you still are encouraged to be a part of the Grace Church effort 
through your financial support. 
 
McCurdy Mission School serves 350 pre-school through 12th grade students in 
Espanola, N.M.  More than half the students are on financial aid.  Founded in 1912, McCurdy is a 
project related to the General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church.  The 
campus consists of 40 buildings and work teams can save thousands of dollars in maintenance 
costs to help keep the school open. 
 
Members of our Grace Church work team will be asked to contribute as much as they can toward 
expenses.  Room and board is $228.00 for the week and transportation is expected to be 
approximately $300.00.  In addition, Grace will be asked to contribute materials and supplies toward 
a work project to be assigned.   
 
Already, members of Grace unable to make the trip have generously contributed toward the mission 
or made offers to help.  We appreciate and encourage wide response.  The Grace Church team will 
be representing all of us.  If you can sponsor, consider providing one day of room and board 

($38.00), airline miles toward the purchase of a ticket, or whatever you feel moved 
to give.  Just write “McCurdy” in the memo space of your check to Grace Church 

and drop it in the offering plate.  
 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission work teams such as ours from Grace will stay 
in McCurdy dormitories doing maintenance, repairs, improvement work and 
community service.  Sometimes there are off-campus projects of the mission 
churches.   
 
Please keep the Grace team in your thoughts and prayers this summer as they prepare for this 
important mission to an impoverished region.  Thank you from your Grace Outreach Team! 
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   Welcome to the newest member of Grace Church  
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� Friday evening, June 11 th we will be 
privileged to hear Kyle Davies present a 

Piano Concert. 
 

The evening will begin at the Noodle Bar in 
downtown Lake Bluff at 6:00 pm.  We will 

then walk together to Grace Church to hear 
Kyle perform, with excellence, several 

classical works. 
 

We are very fortunate to have this highly 
talented young man on our staff.  You will not 

want to miss this wonderful evening. 
 

�
 

Fourth of July Parade  
Grace Church is an important part of Lake Bluff history.  
We are enthusiastic about our participation in this year’s 

parade which is celebrating its 100th anniversary. 
 

In keeping with the 100th anniversary theme, we are 
going to have a horse-drawn carriage.  The Marzella 

family, dressed in 1910 period costumes, will ride in the 
carriage.  Our theme is:  

  
“Grace: A Church Home for Families since 1887” 

We Welcome Your Family 
 

Assistance is needed with the following:  
 

1. Clever slogan reflecting our theme (send ideas to 
Phyllis Albrecht at albrecjp@aol.com) 

2. Parade walkers (costumes of the 1910 period will be 
provided) 

3. One or two people to assist with arranging for small 
accessories such as hair bows, hats, bow ties, etc. 

4. Help with coordination on parade day. 
 

The Parade Committee looks forward to hearing from 
you with your ideas and willingness to participate.  
Willing and able volunteers may contact Phyllis at 

 847-234-7062.  Thank You! 

Caroline Lawrence 
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From July 18-24th, ten of our youth and three adults will be headed to Chicago for he 2010 Youth Mission 
Trip.  Last year we traveled over 800 miles to participate in mission; this year we are staying closer to home 
because there is great need here also.  Each day of the Mission Trip we will work with core city ministries.  
Our work will range from distributing food to the hungry and homeless, to painting homes for those who 
cannot afford to get their home painted, to simply talking with those who come for help.  We will be sleeping in 
a large church that has its own showers and nice rooms to accommodate us.  This is going to be a great 
opportunity for the youth and adults to see how tough life can be just 40 miles from our front doors.   
 
One of the ways you can support our youth is by your financial support and participating in our fundraisers.  
We are grateful for your support of our two Pancake Breakfasts as well as our other fundraisers.  Please keep 
our youth in your prayers as they prepare to leave to go on this exciting yet challenging trip.  They will be 
living witnesses to God’s love in the world.  The deadline is July 1st for both the $60.00 deposit and $100.00 
for food/transportation.  Note:  One of the days will be a free day — so get your request in of someplace fun 
to go to by July 1st so I can plan! 
Dan Verdegan 
Youth Pastor 


