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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The season of Lent has begun.  We are marking the 40 days leading to our great celebration of 
the resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  Grace church is offering several opportunities for spiritual renewal 
during these 40 days and I invite you to participate in one or more of them. 
 
 “The Sanctuary for Lent”  is a daily devotional to help you make the spiritual 
 journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  The devotions, one for each 
 of the forty days in Lent, include a message based primarily on one of the 
 miracles of Jesus described in Luke’s Gospel.  Allow the devotional readings 
 in “The Sanctuary for Lent” to encourage you to affirm the victory of Jesus 
 and experience the power of the resurrection, the greatest miracle of all. 
 These are available from an usher on Sunday or in the church office. 
 
 Adult Sunday School  meets each Sunday at 9:00 am in the Church Library. 
 During the Sundays of Lent we will be discussing “24 Hours That Changed 
 the World”.  No, this is not based upon the very popular television show: 24! 
 Each Sunday we will look at the last 24 hours in the life of Jesus beginning 
 with the final meal with his disciples and ending with his death on a cross. 
 We will look for new insights and relevant applications to our life today. 
 
 “Living the Questions”  is an open-minded alternative to studies that attempt to 
 give participants all the answers.  “Living the Questions” creates an environment 
 where participants not only interact with one another in exploring the best 
 of today’s theological thought, but together strive to explore what is next for 
 Christianity.  We will begin our time together with dessert and coffee as we view 
 a DVD featuring contemporary leading religious voices. 
 We will begin Wednesday, February 24th at 6:30 pm and meet each Wednesday 
 until March 31st. 
 
 I hope this Lenten season will be an important time of reflection; meditation and spiritual growth 
for each of you.  I am eagerly looking forward to our time together. 
 
 
       Joy and peace, 
 
       Debbie 
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 Beginning this month, this section of State of Grace will be reserved to feature each youth 
of Grace UMC.  As you read about our youth, you will easily be able to see the faith influence of 
both their family and Grace Church.  Furthermore, I hope to reveal how GOD has worked and 
continues to work through each youth. 
 
 The Carson family has been part of the Grace UMC 
faith community for about 7 years. Carson has one younger 
sister, Katherine.  This month, the spotlight is upon a smart, 
energetic youth who has a passion for many things. Yet, one 
has to wonder how he makes time for all of his activities. 
 
 Carson Cook is a bright young man who is aspiring to 
be an actor because he loves to be on stage, receive attention, 
meet new people and be in different roles. His imagination 
carries him to different experiences as he pretends to be a 
hero, a sailor, a pirate or anything that he imagines. However, 
being an actor is hard work!  Carson is willing to work hard so 
that he can have the chance to attend Northwestern University 
or the University of Illinois. In order for Carson to work hard, he 
needs lots of energy. But where does his energy come from? Carson loves to eat, that is a fact! 
His favorite food is pizza-not any pizza but specifically deep dish pizza. Furthermore, if the pizza 
is from Ferentinos, that makes his day!  When Carson is not busy acting, he likes to sing, watch 
television, play on the computer, listen to pop music of Michael Jackson and of course eat. His 
favorite color is deep blue because it is the color of the ocean. This can be noted in the picture 
above. Carson is an integral part of our Grace family.  He is involved with both the youth ministry 
and service opportunities that Grace UMC offers. Carson loves Grace for many reasons such as 
the many diverse ministries, coffee hour, choir, Christmas pageants and Boy Scouts. Family is 
important to Carson because they interact with Carson, they love him---even his sister does his 
laundry! The primary characteristic that Carson exemplifies is his friendliness and outgoing spirit. 
He loves to talk to anyone, he loves to make people feel happy and he loves that he can bring a 
smile to someone’s face. 
 
 In the few months that I have known Carson, I see in him a great budding potential.   Often, 
during youth group, Carson readily offers his opinions and volunteers to pray. Carson is not afraid 
to speak his mind or ask questions. 
 
 His parents, his extended family and his Grace Church family have helped Carson become 
the wonderful young man he is today. 
 
Peace and Love in Christ 
 
Dan Verdegan 



-�,����� � +�
)�����$��

�

 

 

� � � � �

���������	

���
�����������	

���
�����������	

���
�����������	

���
��� ���

Children 1st Grade thru 5th Grade are invited to Su nday School at 10:15 a.m.  
for the Travels to the Ancient Lands of the Middle East.  

 
Children 3 years through Kindergarten are invited t o the  

“Good Shepherd” class in Room 104 with Judy Lenz at 10 :15 a.m.  
Judy makes the Bible stories come alive in a way th at the children 

are deeply absorbed in what she is teaching them.  
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7    MARILYN SCHMITT  847-362-4039 

        

14  WIL AND CELIA LING  847-234-3587    

 

21  BARB AND GIL CLARK  847-615-7119 

 

28  BILL AND DEB MOTZER  847-615-2408 
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7   JOHN AND MARTHA BUCHER  847-731-9097 

 

14  JOSE AND STEPHANIE IBARRONDO  224-588-2595 

 

21  JOHN AND MARY GLENN  847-234-2463 

 

28  POTLUCK AT THE PALMS 
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��News from the Men’s Group  
Ed Towers regrets that he has to resign as President of GUMC Men’s Group. He has a project that 
is very time consuming and can’t give the attention to the Men’s Group that it needs. Also, after 3 
years, it will be a good thing to have some “fresh blood” in the organization. Don Pierson has agreed 
to step up to lead the Men’s Group.  Don should be thanked and given support in his future 
activities.  Many thanks to Ed for his years of commitment to the Men’s Group.  

Bocce Ball 
Sunday, April 11th 

Mark your calendars now for Sunday, April 11 
for the next bocce ball showdown!  

 
This is a fun, great event and all proceeds will go 

towards the Mission Team's summer trip to 
McCurdy School. A catered dinner will be 
included in the cost of the games at the 

Highwood Bocce Ball Club with a cash bar 
available (fellowship, as always, is free!!). Let's 

see if you can add your name to the list of 
internationally renowned players like our past 

winners the Wedell's and Seikel's.  
 

Additional details will follow but feel free to 
contact Nancy Wedell at (847) 362-2239 or by e-

mail at nwedell516@yahoo.com if you have 
questions.  

�
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Circle III  
The next meeting of Circle III will be held on Wednesday, March 3rd at 2:00 p.m.   

Your co-hosts will be Beulah Steffen and Val Ballantini.  We will meet at Lake Forest Place,  
1100 Pembridge, Lake Forest.   All church women are invited to join us. 

You can direct any questions to Beulah Steffen at 847-234-1240�

�

�

       Circle I    
Circle I meets on Wednesday, March 3rd at 
9:30 a.m. at Susan Kenyon's home, 1232 
Terre Dr., Libertyville.  After "morning 
goodies" and chatting on many unplanned 
topics, we will discuss our  “What Other 
Christians Believe and Why” study book, 
focusing on the Baptists this month, led by 
Amy Cochran. 
 
A reminder : any unmade 2010 pledges in 
support of several mission projects may be 
remitted at any time to Carol Caldwell. 
 
All women of the church are welcome to join 
us.   

Help Them to Hope, Inc. 
(Thank You to Circle III) 

Thank you for your donation of $100.00 to the 2009 “Help Them to Hope” campaign.  Your gift to 
this cause is deeply appreciated not only by those of us who administer the charity, but by the 
recipients as well.  Monies generated by the campaign will go to the following local service 
agencies which provide direct financial support and services to Lake County residents in need. 
 
    Catholic Charities of Lake County 
    Christian Outreach of Lutherans 
    A Safe Place 
    The Salvation Army of Lake County 
    PADS Crisis Services 
    Open Arms Mission 
    Mothers Trust Foundation 
 
The Lake County News-Sun finds it amazing each year to see individuals and groups such as 
yours to continue to rise to the occasion to help the less fortunate in Lake County.  Again, thank 
you for your donation! 
 
Richard A. Ribando, President     

       Circle II  
Circle II will meet on Wednesday, March 3rd 
at 12:30 p.m. at the home of Roberta Burnett,  
90 E. Franklin Pl, #208, Lake Forest.   
 
Bring a sandwich.  Dessert will be provided 
by your hostess.  All church women and 
newcomers are welcome. 
 
Phone Barbara Stuessy at 847-234-2220 if 
you wish to join us. 
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Prayer Beads Workshop 
 
Susan Kenyon will be conducting Prayer Bead Workshops for adult members of Grace 
United Methodist.  Circle 1 has been studying different religions and their rituals, such as 
rosaries.  Susan has been working with beads since 1990 and is aware of the use of prayer 
beads in many religions and cultures.  After discussing it with Circle 1 members and Pastor 
Debbie, Susan will offer a two hour session at her home where each person will make a 
personal strand of prayer beads.  Sessions will be scheduled until all those interested have 
prayer beads.  Sessions will require a minimum of five people and a maximum of ten.  There 
will be sign-up sheets in church by the end of February. Daytime, evening and weekend 
sessions will be offered. A fee of $12 will include all supplies and handouts.  You are 
encouraged to bring a bead, pin, or other trinket with special meaning to you that is able to be 
string on a cord. 

PADS 2009-2010  
“Providing Advocacy, Dignity and 

Shelter” 
 

Grace Church continues to be involved with 
the PADS program to feed and house the 

homeless.  Food donations should be 
delivered to the church on or  before  

4:00 p.m . the first Thursday of each month 
for delivery to the shelter.    

 
The next delivery is set for March 4th.  

   
Any questions may be directed to Judy 

Philipp at 847-234-4837 or to any woman of 
Circle I, who are the sponsors of this all 

church mission project.  

Chili Cook-Off 
 

On January 31st, Grace held it’s 2nd annual 
Chili Cook-Off to benefit Youth Missions. 

Several great chili entries were enjoyed by all 
and judged by the Youth.  This years winning 

entry went to  “Sweet Willy’s Chili” by  
Bill and Deb Motzer.  

 
A total of  $400.00 was raised to support the 

Youth missions of Grace. 
 

Thanks to all that 
participated!  
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We will be ordering our Easter plants from Larsen Greenhouse this year.  Larsen’s provides 
beautiful “Easter Bloomers” which include foil and decorative bows.  We ask that you place 
your order for an Easter plant by March 9th as we need to confirm a count for the discounted 
pricing by March 10th.  Order forms will be placed in the Sunday bulletins or you can pick up 
an order form in the office.  The plants and costs are listed below: 

 
  Easter Lilies  $12.50 
  Azaleas  $23.00 
  Tulips   $13.00 
  Hyacinths  $13.00 
  Daffodils  $13.00 
  Hydrangeas  $30.00 
  Mums   $13.00 

 
Please make your check payable to Grace UMC and write “Easter Plant” on the memo line. 
Plants may be taken home after the 10:00 a.m. Easter service.  
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