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 This month’s State of Grace is highlighting an energetic young 
lady who is known by many in her church, school and community. If 
you knew Colleen, it would be no shock why everyone knows her. She 
is outgoing, she has a smile that keeps you from frowning, she is very 
athletic and intelligent. Colleen Foster is the daughter of Meredith and 
Mark Foster. She has an older sister, Tori and a twin, Maureen. She is 
a sophomore attending Lake Forest High School and she loves every 
moment of it! When Colleen is not busy doing homework, Colleen likes 
to read cheesy romance books in which the girl always gets the guy. 
Other hobbies that Colleen enjoys are hanging out with friends, being 
outdoors enjoying nature, rollerskating, going to the beach and most 
importantly playing soccer. Earlier in the year, Colleen had to undergo 
knee surgery which forced her to miss her passion-soccer. Colleen 
said that this was the hardest thing to endure because it was life-
changing. Could she be the same soccer player after a surgery? Would her skills and talent be 
diminished? Through all these uncertainties, Colleen beamed with a smile saying that she is 
proud that although having the knee surgery and the time it took to heal was difficult she got 
through it. What makes her beam with a smile, you may ask? 
 
 Colleen has been part of Grace church since she was little and why not be part of a warm, 
welcoming church such as Grace. That is the reputation that Grace church has embraced. 
Especially for Colleen, she enjoys the close-knit environment of the members. She loves how 
everyone knows each other, she loves Coffee Hour and she loves how it is easy to strike a 
conversation with anyone-friends and stranger alike! As I reflected with Colleen why Grace UMC 
was important to her, she talked about how she is able to take the many lessons taught and apply 
them to her life. For example, one of the lessons that she has learned by being part of Grace 
UMC is forgiveness. She acknowledged that there is so much blame and that no one really takes 
responsibility for their action. This is why the world needs forgiveness; forgiveness allows for 
grace and mercy stated Colleen. It creates a life that can be more peaceful, it makes life more 
enjoyable. Forgiveness brings smiles to everyone because one lets go of the grudges that 
burdens their life, which has a negative impact on how they live.  
 
 As Colleen is eagerly anticipating the arrival of summer, she will be teaching swimming 
lessons again at the Lake Bluff Recreation Dept., a job that she had for the last fours years. She 
is also looking for more freedom and to experience life outside of Lake Bluff with her girlfriends. 
Through the months that I have known Colleen, she never once has made me frown. It is 
because of her radiant smile, the smile of a young lady who knows that God loves her so much 
and to the dedication of the members of Grace to nurture, form and instill values that reflect God’s 
love for all of us. 
 
Peace and Love In Christ, 
 
Dan Verdegan 
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Children 1st Grade thru 5th Grade are invited to Su nday School at 10:15 a.m.  
for the Travels to the Ancient Lands of the Middle East.  

 
Children 3 years through Kindergarten are invited t o the  

“Good Shepherd” class in Room 104 with Judy Lenz at 10 :15 a.m.  
Judy makes the Bible stories come alive in a way th at the children 

are deeply absorbed in what she is teaching them.  



.�,��'�� � +�-����$��

�

��� �
�������	 �

�
2    COREY AND ALEXANDRA BURD  847-989-6024 

        

9    ANN TROMBINO  847-234-7173    

 

16  PETER HEERMA  847-226-5527 

 

23  KIM GENTILE  847-615-7248 

 

30  SUE MINORINI  847-234-9027 
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2    DON AND KATHY PIERSON  847-234-0849   

 

9    FRANCES AND JOHN BURKHARDT  847-235-2556 

 

16  BYRON AND RUTH PRAIS  847-234-5040 

 

23 JIM AND PHYLLIS ALBRECHT  847-234-7062 

 

30  TIM AND CHERYL SODERSTROM  847-948-0937 
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Fun and Fellowship at Potluck at the Palms   

Many thanks to everyone who brought the delicious dishes to the Potluck at the Palms.  What a 
great variety and yummy selections.   I'd like to thank the Hospitality Team who organized the Pot-
luck and did all the behind the scenes work:  

DJ Leonhardt, Paul Winiarz and JoAnn Avellone who made Fellowship Hall look so festive 

Martha and John Bucher for making coffee and the drinks and washing/drying dishes 

Carolyn Warden and Cheryl Soderstrom for co-ordinating all the food/ovens and buffet tables. 

Ken Walker, Bob Hughes, Bill and Deb Motzer for clean up and overall support 

Rory Shutler for setting up all the tables and chairs  

Fellowship, Fun, Friends and Food- a perfect combination to begin Holy Week.  

Kim Gentile 

A  Note of Thanks  
Will you please thank the members of your church for their 

recent generous contribution of food.  It was totally 
unexpected and, as always, greatly appreciated.  Your 
support of our Food Pantry over the years has been so 

helpful and I just want you to know how meaningful it has 
been to us.  

 
   Thank you and God bless……. 

Anne Frost  
Church of the Holy Spirit  
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       Circle I    
Circle I will have a “field trip” to Sharon Dahl’s 

“summer home” in Pleasant Prairie on 
Wednesday, May 5th .  We will finish up our 

study appropriately with “Methodism”.   
 

Let’s meet in the church parking lot at 9:00am 
to carpool-that’s for all who’d like to have 
lunch after the meeting at Ray Radigan’s 

Restaurant on Sheridan Rd. in  
Pleasant Prairie. 

 

 Circle II and Circle III  
Wednesday, May 5th 

1:00 p.m.   
Circle II and Circle III will be joining each 

other for a luncheon at Lambs Farm.   
 

Please contact Barbara Stuessy or Lynn 
Braendle if you plan on attending. 

 
New members are always welcome to join us! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
Grace Women’s Book Club 

Join us on April 25 th in the Fireplace Room 
immediately after the worship service for 

lunch and a “speeding” discussion of  
“The Art of Racing in the Rain” by Garth 

Stein.  Our hosts for this meeting are 
Carolyn Warden and Judy Philipp.  So we 
can plan for lunch, please sign up on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex.    
Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

Re-Think Church  
Sunday, May 2nd at 11:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall  
We received more than 70 responses to our on-
line survey.  Thank you!  Now we need to hear 

from you in person.  We invite you (if you 
completed a survey or not) to join us for lunch 
immediately after worship on May 2nd.  We will 
divide into six groups and respond to questions 

resulting from our survey.  We promise to be 
finished no later than 12:30 p.m. 

  We need your voice .   
Please indicate on the sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board your intention to be present on 
May 2nd.   

Wednesday Night at the Movies  
May 5th in Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.  
You will not want to miss an evening of dessert and a wonderful DVD titled:  

 
  Purse-onality by Anita Renfroe 

 
This is an outstanding comedy event that is cheeky, high-energy and ultimately life-affirming.  
Anita Renfroe addresses topics such as family; church life; eBay addiction; and fake tans in a 

hilarious, insightful look into everyday life and God’s role in our life. You will laugh and you will be 
moved to tears. You are invited to this relaxing and inspiring evening by: 

JoAnn Avellone, Cheryl Soderstrom, Lynne Auman, Judy Lenz 
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2010 Youth Mission Update �

� July 18-24, 10 of our youth and three adults will be headed to Chicago for the 2010 Youth 
Mission Trip.  Last year we traveled over 800 miles to participate in mission; this year we are staying 
closer to home because there is great need here also. 
 
 Each day of the Mission Trip we will work with core city ministries.  Our work will range from 
distributing food to the hungry and homeless to painting homes for those who cannot afford to get 
their home painted to simply talking with those who come for help. 
 
 We will be sleeping in a large church that has its own showers and nice rooms to 
accommodate us.  This is going to be a great opportunity for the youth and adults to see how tough 
life can be just 40 miles from our front doors. 
 
 One of the ways you can support our youth is by financial contributions to 
the trip and participating in our fund raisers.  We are very grateful for your 
support of our two Pancake Breakfasts as well as our other fund raisers.  Also 
please keep our youth in your prayers as they prepare to leave to go on this 
exciting yet challenging trip.  They will be living witnesses to God’s love in the 
world. 
 
Dan Verdegan 
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� Friday evening, June 11 th we will be 
privileged to hear Kyle Davies present a 

Piano Concert. 
 

The evening will begin at the Noodle Bar in 
downtown Lake Bluff at 6:00 pm.  We will 

then walk together to Grace Church to hear 
Kyle perform, with excellence, several 

classical works. 
 

We are very fortunate to have this highly 
talented young man on our staff.  You will 
not want to miss this wonderful evening. 

 
�
 

Piano on 2nd Floor  
There is a very old piano in the Youth Game 

Room on the second floor and we are 
looking to find out who might have donated it 

to the church or where it came from?  
Please contact the church office if you have 

any information.    

Missing Hymnals  
We are missing several of   

“The Faith We Sing” hymnals.  If you 
borrowed a hymnal, please return it to the 

church office.  
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Bethany Methodist  
The Service Guild of Bethany Methodist Communities 

invites you to its brunch and theater benefit on May 2nd 
at Drury Lane in Oakbrook.  A lavish buffet begins at 

12:30 p.m., followed by the musical comedy  
“Ragtime!” at 2:30 p.m.  

 
This is a great opportunity to support Bethany’s ministry 

with seniors and enjoy a great afternoon with friends.   
 $90.00 per person 

($52.00 is tax deductible) 
Reservations:  773-989-1454 

Thank you from Matt Wedell  

Wow!  Thank you all so much. United Methodist has been such a blessing for me 
and I cannot tell you how much it means to me that you are willing to donate money 
for this mission work. I want you to know that the money will be used for God's work 
here in Uganda. Last time you helped me, the money was used to help me live 
here, which was again, such a blessing to me. This time, God has given me a great 

job and money that I am now able to support myself for the most part. So this money will go directly 
to materials needed for the ministries...I have been purchasing books and clothing and other things 
that people have needed, and Matt Kehn, who is a part of Juna Amagara Ministries, will also be able 
to use this for his discipleship ministry here in Mbarara. The good news about Uganda is that many 
people know about Jesus, but the problem is that their knowledge is shallow. They often believe 
whatever is told to them rather than understanding and knowing what God's Word says. Right now, 
the main need is Godly discipleship and leadership in Uganda. I just wanted to give you at least a 
quick synopsis of where this money will be used, and I will let Matt Kehn know where these funds 
are coming from. I know that he will be extremely thankful. It is difficult to express gratitude over an 
email, but honestly, this means so much. Please know, as well, that I am simply the hands for God 
to use, and we are all part of the bigger body of Christ and His church. We all play a part, and the 
hands are NO more important than the feet or heart or arms. I may be here, but you are still a part of 
this ministry even while you are thousands of miles away. People will know Christ and have a better 
understanding because of your help. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Wedell with Juna Amagara Ministries (JAM) and African Inland Mission (AIM) 

McCurdy School 
Mission Trip 

 
The sign-up for our 16 

member work team to go 
August 15th-21st to McCurdy 

Mission School in New Mexico 
has been filled. We have 

posted a  Waiting List  in case 
of cancellations.  

 
 Please see the display in the 

Narthex to learn more.  
 

Any questions, contact Don or 
Kathy Pierson, 847-234-0849, 

or Terry or Sarah Allen 
 at 928-691-6471. 
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“Independence” 
by Lee Blessing 

 The final show of Citadel Theatre’s 2009/2010 season will open on Friday, April 30 with the production of 
Independence by Lee Blessing.  A mother and her three grown daughters make up an unforgettable cast of 
characters in this gripping tale set in small town Independence, Iowa.   While the daughters strive to find their 
own independence, they come to discover that family ties are deeper than they realized.   Blessing’s critically 
acclaimed script addresses the complexity of female relationships, and in particular, the unique connection 
between mothers and daughters.  Independence will open on Friday, April 30 and close on Sunday, May 16.  
The show stars Chicagoans Catherine Marcroft, Amber Page, Laura Rauh, and Holly Robison.  Citadel’s 
Artistic Director Scott Phelps of Lake Forest is directing and Jo Ann Avellone of Lake Bluff is producing.   
Citadel will be collecting donations throughout the run of the show for Northwestern Memorial Foundation’s 
Lynn Sage Breast Cancer Center in honor of one of Citadel’s founding members, Kristin Spangler, who lost 
her battle with the disease last year.  The entire production of Independence is dedicated to her memory. 
 
Independence first premiered to critical acclaim in 1984 as part of the Humana Festival of New American 
Plays at the Actors Theatre of Louisville. Set in small town Independence, Iowa, the play takes place in the 
home of Evelyn Briggs.  Briggs is the mother of three grown daughters who are living very separate lives. 
Kess, the oldest, is a university professor in Minnesota; Jo, the middle child, is an incurable romantic; Sherry, 
the youngest, is a rebellious teenager whose only goal is to finish high school and move out of her mother’s 
home.  The play revolves around the drama that unfolds when all three daughters come together out of 
concern for their mother’s mental health.  Blessing’s well developed characters and masterful storytelling 
illuminate the challenges women face in their efforts to understand and support each other while also trying 
to maintain their independence and lead their own lives.   
 
Citadel Theatre has planned a number of special events which pay tribute to the play’s focus on female 
connections: 
 
· Thursday, May 6 Citadel Theatre and The Grille on Laurel will be doing a joint ladies night promotion.  

The theatre is offering buy one get one free tickets for female patrons who bring their mother, sister, 
daughter or girlfriend to the May 6th performance. The Grille will offer Citadel patrons a free appetizer with 
the purchase of two entrees when presenting your tickets for that night’s performance.    

 
· Sunday, May 9 .  In honor of Mother’s Day, Citadel is offering a $10 discount for mothers who attend the 

performance on May 9th.     
  
· Thursday, May 13.  Ten percent of the proceeds from this night’s performance will be donated to 

Elmhurst College in honor of Kristin Spangler, one of Citadel’s founding members who passed away last 
year.  Spangler directed another Lee Blessing piece titled Eleemosynary for Citadel Theatre in 2004.  The 
entire production of Independence is dedicated to her memory.    

 
Independence  will be in production from Friday, April 30 through Sunday, May 16th.  Performances are on 
Thursdays (except for opening weekend), Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm, and Sunday matinees at 2pm.  
Performances are at the Grotto in Gorton Community Center, 400 East Illinois Road, Lake Forest, Illinois.  
Tickets are $25, $22 for students and seniors.  Group discounts are available. Tickets can be purchased on 
Citadel’s website at www.citadeltheatre.org or you may call 847-735-8554. 
 
Citadel Theatre is a professional, non-equity theatre company and 501(c)3 organization now celebrating its 
seventh season in the intimate, studio setting of the Grotto at the Gorton Center in Lake Forest.  Citadel 
Theatre produces comedies and dramas, both classic and contemporary, as well as cutting edge new works.  
 
*Parental guidance suggested for children under 15 d ue to infrequent use of strong language and 
suggestive themes ����������������
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