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We are pleased to announce that Mary Samuel will begin in the position of
Director of Christian Education at Grace Church effective September 1°.

Mary, her husband Frank and their son Matthew joined Grace Church last
December. Prior to moving to Lake Forest, they lived in Austin Texas.

Mary was born and raised in South Bend, Indiana. She received her BS
from Indiana University and then worked for ten years as a Research Chemist
with Baxter. Her work included the development of anti-bacterial drugs and
drugs that treat HIV.

When Matthew was born, Mary and Frank decided that she would stay
home to devote her attention to him. Mary said she also began to volunteer her
time at the local school. Matthew’s teachers knew they could call upon her at
any time and she would drop everything to go and help in anyway that she was
needed.

Mary has already given generously of her volunteer time at Grace. She
has taught in our Sunday School, where she captured the attention of Carolyn
Lukasick who highly recommended her for the position of Director of Christian
Education. Most recently, Mary has been teaching in our Vacation Bible School.

Mary has a passion for crafts and kids which is a winning combination for
someone in the role of Director of Christian Education. She also enjoys anything
outdoors including running; walking; the beach and bike riding. Mary reports that
she adores the fourth family member, Rosie, their English Lab.

We look forward to welcoming Mary to the Grace Staff.

Debbie



Youth Corner

| would like to reflect on my personal growth during the mission trip. The purpose of the
mission trip was to help the Lakota Sioux Native American tribe who live on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in Martin, South Dakota. This was my first mission trip and | am glad that | not only
had the opportunity to serve, but to serve in a leadership role. Even though | was the youngest
youth pastor there, | was able to embrace the ministry to which GOD has called and prepared me
for. Here are some of the highlights of this mission trip that opened my eyes:

Comparison of two different lifestyles and culture.

Relationship building between our own youth and the youth of other churches.
Growth in leadership, confidence and wisdom.

Having faith that GOD will provide and that GOD makes all things result in good.
Quiet time is essential.

Life is a gift!

It is remarkable how much you can get to know yourself if you allow yourself to be open. It
is also remarkable to learn how much of the world | have been blind to because | haven’t taken
the time to explore. It is even more remarkable of the little details that matter in life. GOD has
ways of revealing himself that made me realize | was missing out on a whole lot. As a young
youth pastor, | have so much energy and enthusiasm which can distract me from seeing GOD’s
vision and how GOD wants to use me. GOD has given me many gifts, talents and opportunities,
but sometimes | don’t really appreciate what | have been given because of the distractions of the
world? How have | efficiently used what GOD has given us to further his kingdom? How many
times have | just walked past open doors or turned a blind eye to sufferings? Life is a gift from
GOD! | have to constantly remind myself of the needs of others because in doing so | am showing
GOD'’s love! This is what | learn each day in walking with GOD. It is the personal mission of my
heart.

This mission trip has been a great experience for me. | am excited and look forward to
future mission trips! | know that this mission trip has had an impact on each youth that also came
along. | encourage you to engage them in discussion about their thoughts, their joys and their
struggles during the mission trip. You will be surprised at their response! GET READY! Mission
2010: CHICAGO...

Peace and Love In Christ,

Dan Verdegan



)2




+ )2

Q' <7 =" 197=194 =
>* 88" 787

The $8,000 needed to complete
the outside step project has been
raised. Thank you to each and every
person who gave so generously to
make this possible. Many of our Grace
family contributed to the project,
including two of our youth who gave out
of their own funds.

We are grateful to all who
graciously gave so we could have new
and safe steps leading up to our front
door.

The work will begin soon.
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The ladies enjoying lunch at
Eggsperience in Bannockburn

We had a successful 3 month experiment
with the ladies “Summer Lunch Bunch” and
the conclusion is, with great enthusiasm, that
we will do it again next summer!

6 JOHN AND MARTHA BUCHER 847-731-9097

13 HOMECOMING SUNDAY

20 WALLY AND JUDY PHILIPP

27 ED AND BARBARA PIGG 847-234-7674

6 PAT BURCKHALTER 847-295-5617

13 TERRI, KURT AND JACK BLUMEYER 847-482-9201

20 NANCY AND JOHN WEDELL 847-362-2239

27 BARBARA STUESSY 847-234-2220
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Cubs-Brewers Outing
Tuesday, September 22nd

(Final Update)

We have about a dozen tickets left for the Cubs-Brewers game on Tuesday,

September 22nd in Milwaukee. Tickets with the transportation provided are

$60 per person. The bus will leave the Grace parking lot at 5 p.m. We are

also able to sell some of the remaining tickets at $30 each without

transportation. That might work better for some of you and your work

schedule. Contact Randy Fisher for further information. We need to

finalize the list quickly in order to determine if we need to try and sell the remaining tickets on the

open market.

Come and enjoy a great game between contendersint  he comfort of Miller Field!

KUDOS!

Thank you to all of the adults who worked so hard
to create a highly successful week of Vacation Bible
School.

Joseph Agnew
Lynn Auman
Julie Capps
Kate Erkenswick
Linda Lasson
Judy Lenz

Kim Marzella
David Melfi
Mary Samuel
Dan Verdegan

We also express deep gratitude to our youth who
gave up a week of their summer to volunteer at
VBS (and did a wonderful job!)

Kurt Blumeyer
Jack Blumeyer
Sarah Burkhardt
Helen Burkhardt
Jessica Frank
Jeremy Lenz
Justin Lenz
Matthew Samuel

Help Needed: What contacts do you have
that would benefit from knowing someone
with Carolyn Warden'’s list of successes in
training, project management, customer
service, change management, consultative
sales, strategic planning and financial
analysis?

She puts 110% into every task and misses
being part of a team. References state she
“Works until she finds the best solution and
never settles for ‘close enough.’ Her situation
analysis is spot on. Sees ‘what is’ as well as
‘what can be.” Great team player. Positive,
optimistic attitude. Committed to service.
Excellent written and presentation skills. ”

Part-time and contract work would help her
financially until she secures a full time

position. No job too small. “Over Qualified”
should equal “Great Value” in this economy!

Contact Carolyn at 224-656-6081, 720-841-
1413 or Carolyn.Warden@live.com
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A new group is being created this fall which is called Woman to Woman .
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The group will meet the

second and fourth Wednesday mornings of each month beginning September 9".

The first book the women will discuss is titled: “One Less Thing to Worry About” by Jerilyn Ross.
Copies of the book will be available in the church office beginning August 16™.

Woman to Woman will begin Wednesday, September 9™ at 10:00 am in the Fireplace Room.

The Sunday morning adult Bible study will resume September 13" at 9:00 am in the church library.
We will be studying the Book of Acts. As we watch the somewhat alarming downward spiral of
mainline denominations it is good to go back to our very roots and look at the beginning of the
Christian church. The formation of the early church is detailed very well in the Book of Acts. There
are many lessons in this wonderful book for the church of today.

Study books will be available in the church office beginning August 16™.

Holy Humor Sunday
September 6, 2009

It is not unusual for one or two of you to send
me jokes that pertain to a sermon | have just
preached. This congregation has a
marvelous sense of the humorous.

Therefore, Sunday, September 6" is going to
be the first Holy Humor Sunday. A
microphone will be in place at the front of the
sanctuary and at designated points during the
service you will be invited to come forward
and share a humorous joke or story with us.
The sermon that morning will be titled:

“The Gift of Laughter”

kSt

Please call Pastor Debbie at 847-234-
9163, if you wish to participate in this very
lively service.

Coffee Host Needed

We were sad to learn that David, Tena
and Beck Melfi will be moving to Denver,
Colorado at the end of August. They have
been a real blessing to our Church family.
We will miss them.

This also creates an opening on our
schedule for Coffee Hosts. We are looking
for someone to serve coffee on
October 18™. Please call the church office

(847-234-9163) if you are able to serve
coffee on that date.
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HOMECOMING

Sunday, September 13" is
Homecoming Sunday at Grace.

Our Chancel Choir will be singing; Adult
Sunday School will resume at 9:00 and
the Rotation Sunday School for children

will be at 10:15.

In September the children will be learning about the wonderful
couple in the Bible, Sarah and Abraham through crafts; games;
cooking and drama.

Following the worship service we will have a meal together in
Fellowship Hall.

Please sign up to bring either a salad; vegetable or dessert. Meat
will be provided.
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